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PREFACE. 


IT is-not- 4 needleſs Subjeft which 
There ofter about nceieh S or 4 

leſs needful things. Little do. 4 
moſt men think how much of thew 
Wiſdom or Folly lyeth in their right 
or wrong Valung and ufing things 
lawful, "and-'that have ' an inferiour 
fort of Googneſs ; and - how- much 4 
ther Satvation or Damnation is here- | | 
m concerned:* "Men - are' condemned 
for an Evil Love, 'but not for the 
A''2 | Love: 
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 . Love of Evil as Evil: Nature 
| agamſt that. 'To love a leſſer 
Gol tao much, and 4, reater to life 
tle; to love the End: but as the 
Means, and the Means as the End, 
is an evil Love ; Non mula 
volumus, fed male: It & the 
Att that is evil when the Objeft 
is good, either indeed, or m the Ap 
prehenſion of the [aver He may 
will Hurt , as Hurt to another ; but 
it 1s as conceited to be ſame good to 
bimſelf. Apprebenſion of Good or 
Evil, that is, praftical Judgment 
ruleth the Wills and Actwns of | 
the World; of how great Moment 
then is it to have a truly informed 
Jud oment, and to have Teachers that 
will thus truly mform us ; not about 
matter of meer Tatk. and. D Ypute, 
t bat 
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that little concerneth us, but- about, * 
that which is good or evil to ourſelves, 
and to know maiferent things to be. 


indifferent: It ts the pernicious en= 
mity of. the fleſhly Appetite to the 
Soul, that ' it byaſſeth the prathical,. 
Judgment and Wil to take things in= 


different to be good and deſirable, and 
' almoſt neceſſary; and a. ſmall ſen- 

fible good to be a oyeat one, and a 
great ng which- d ;ſpleaſetl Senſe 
and Appetite, to. be ſmall, if not 4 


buxtful Ell. 
And wmdeed the Hoh Ghoſt 


told us, Rom. 8. 5, 6, 7, $. That, 
this is the difference between the 
truly godly ad ungodly, T hat ona 
1s - ſpiritually minded, and. the other. 


carnally; that is, one {avoureth things 


Js, and indeeth of things. ace hy 
A7 do. 
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cording to ſpiritual Reaſon and In- 
tereſt, and loveth and chosfeth them 

for ſpiritual goodneſs ; but the Care 

nal bave no ſuch Guſt, Judgment or 
Love, but value things as the Aþ- 
petite aud Intereſt of the Fleſh me 

elmeth them. Be they both of the '| 
ſame Calling,. Education and Profeſ- 
fron; if both were Paſtors of the 
ſame Churches, and Preachers of the 
ſame DoErme, yet this difference 

| 7s at the Hearts of ſpiritual and Cars 
anal Men; and it uſually appeareth 
#0 others in their Lives : If they be 
Fo publick Perſons, they will ſhew men 

'- what thmgs they value, and what gain. 
it 1s that they purſue. T be Fleſh 
 loveth not Meortification, nor the 
Croſs ; it ts always agamſt_ ſpirte 

tual Laws and Life, -and ſpirt- 


tual. 


thal Wor ſhip a Perſons fo far” | 
as they croſs their carnal- Interef#.. | 
He that will worſhip God that is © 
a Spirit, 'in Spirit and Truth, I 
have a Judgment that moſt alas = 
ſpiritual things,. and place. his Love © 
' and Hopy on ſpiritual Delights and- 
Happineſs. A carnal Mind that ſas 
voureth only carnal things, and' nets; 
ther 1s, nor can be fubjeft to God's. 
pir withal Law, will hardly reliſh ſpi- 
_ Worſhip, or a ſpirttual kind. . © 
One of the greateſt ſigns of an” * 
Hypocrite is, making a great mat= 1 
ter of lirtle ( wordly and fleſhly ).. 
things, and makmg a little matter + 
of oreat things. All the things a 
a7 Fleſh and World are chingyl In -_ ; 
different in themſelves, or almoſt 
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The Preface; 
| mdifferent, further than their Rela- | 
tion to ſpiritual good doth make them 
become good or evil; good if they 
furtber it, and evil if theybinder it. 
- But the Fypocrite is never mdif- 
ferent toward them ; he feeleth no 
great need of ſpiritual thoughts, ſpi- 
ritual Counſel, or Diſcourſe, or Prea- 
ching, or Books, or Company : Per- 
haps he can bear them, but he can 
be without them ;. and doth nei- 
ther much deſire them or. delight 
m them. 4 Hiſtory, or Romance, 
or. merry Jeſt, or Game, is pleaſant- 
er to bm. Put his T houghts are 
ſerious for | his carnal Commodity, 
Pleaſure ard Reputation; what he 
ſhall eat and Drink, and whcere- 
F with he ſhall be cloathed. If 
F his Houſe, his Maintenance, his Meat, 
KL - 9. and. 
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The Preface. | 
and Druk be nat fuch 4s the Fleſh 
defireth, eſpecially if it be put to 
Streight: and Sufferings ; his Senſe | 
of it is -4s quick, and bis Complaint | 
as ferious as if he were half. andous, 
or it- were ſome great matter at leaſt 
that he complaineth of. 'T he Cam- 
plaints and Tears of many that are | 
in ſome Streights or Suffe ermgs, ſhould 
cauſe wiſer Tears from ſerious Be- 
lievers, to ſee men ſo miſerably Care 
nal, like Children that cry for a + 
Pin or 4 Feather, as if they had of © 
their greateſt good. 4} E- 

ſhewethy . © 


Serioulnels is it that 


mo" - oh F— 
am 


what is next to aman's Heart, It : 


is Seriouſneſs and Earneſtnels a- 
bour fleſhly Vanity, and want 7 
of Seriouſnels about things 2 
ritual and Eternal, w Nick is = "Mi 

Temz-- * 
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"The Preface. 


| Temperament and Character of 
the Hypocrite. 

And here T would-intreat ſome 
that T hope are godly, to forbear ſo 
ſuſpicious and diſgraceful a courſe, 

as they are ope:xly guilty of ; Timean, 

when they talk {0 concernedly and 
eagerly ahi: their Meat, and 
Drink, and Cloaths, and every 
fleſhly thing, as if their Hearts were 
fet upon it.  Paſſn and chidng if 
all be not as their Faxcies or Appe- 
& tite would have it, doth ſew that 
+ they are dangerouſly diſeaſed at leaſt: 

This Meat is not well dreſt, and 
> - the other is too /ittle or too much; 
and that Sawce is not rightly made; 
and ſomething * or other is ſtill amiſs: 


And all 5A are talkt of as ſeri 
| ſh, as-if- the fleſhly Appetite were 


the 
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the Man. Ina word; the moreſe- 


be about the One Thing Neceſla- 4 


| The Preface: *  * <Y 


rious dy man is about: great things, 
the more jndifferent he will be about | 
things indifferent : And the more | 
indifferent a man is about the great- 
eſt things, the more earneſt aud (e- 
rious will he be about chings in- 
different ; and vice verſa, the more 
{ſerious he is about chings indiffe- ; 
rent, the more indifferent be will © 


TY. Taking great things for ft mall S 
and ſmall things for great ; neeefſery 3 
things for indifferent, and OY 2 
or ſmaller things for neceſſary, is 
the * Folly, and the Sin, and the J 
Damnation of the Ungod. And L 
becauſe all men will do as they are, 4 
it is alſo the Corrupter, 'Troubler and © E 
Divider of the C "OG So ocieties, Y 
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The Preface, — 
#s Doftrine, Worſhip, Diſapline and 


Converſation ; and the Confonndey « 

the World : Of which Faith and fe- 
rious Godlineſs is the Remedy, 
which valneth and uſeth all things as 
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One Thing Neceſlary ; 
| OR, i 


| MARY S Choice Tuſtified. 
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| LUK. 10. 41. , ; 
Teſus anſwered and ſaid unto ber, | 
Martha, Martha, thou art carefwll 
and troubled about many thinss;  - 
S but one thing is needfull. 


Aving. long ago publiſhed ſome 

Sermons on the re thing necd- 

ful, in a Treatiſe called, 4 
Saint or 4 Brut, I find by moreexperi- 
ence than I had then, that it is more ne- 
ceſſary to ſay ſomething on the former 
part of "the "Text than 'I thought it 
was : I then lived among poor Jabour- 

ing honeſt People, who had indeed ſome 

ME B tempta-. 


. Ss , 
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2 Tho One Thing Neceſſary, or, 


temptations from outward wants, but lit- 
tle from wealth and ſuperfluities, nor had 
leiiure to walte time upon ſo many trifles, 
as I ſee rich and idle Perſons think they 


have. 
It 1s here very conſiderable, 1. That 


the - Author of this Reproof, was One 


who was not _to be ſuſpected to miſtake 
through 77n07ance or want of love to Mar - 


tha: And "though be hved 1n a low man- 
zer, and not as the rico, yet it was not 


becauſe he wanted ack things, that he 


_ blameth the minding of nneceſ ary things. 


For he was Lord of 7 all ; and for our ſakes 


be became poor, yet ſuſfered as rich mn 


that are: ſuppoſed to be uſually the 
greatell linners. He made his grave with 
the wicked, and with the rich in his dcath. 


If3. 53. 9. 
2. And that his Reproof was very Se- 


- 10us 2nd Compaſiionate, repeating her 


N ame, Martha, Aleeka. | 
The Perſon Reproved, was not a 


wicked, flzhly, worldly Perſon, but one 


that was beloued by him, and a religj- 
ons B:liever. 


4 The matter which ſhe 13 reproved 


; PE is partly poſitive cxpreſſed ( being 
careful and troubled atout many things, ) 


"and 


— 
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Mary? « Choice Juftfed, 3 6 3 


and partly implyed. as privative ; not 
preferring the one thing needfull at that 
time, ſo mach as ſhe ſhonld have done : 
Which - implyeth, , 1. That the many 
things were, needleſs, or leſs needful things. 
2. That they took up both her #7/caſo- 
axble time, and the cares of her mud, 
unto her trouble. 
* I need no more words to convince YOU, 
that Chrilt here tcacheth us this Leſſon, 
VIZ. 

That Care and Trouble about many need- 
Jeſs or leſs needful things, hinderins them 
= 770 the due minding of the one thing t need 
full, is a ſm which Chrift reproved 1 in Mar- 

tha. and . therefore blameth in all others 
who are gullty of it. : 
Here, 1. Let us conſider what ar : 
'th#'s fin in particular was. Il. Whether 
we are not like to be more guilty of 
the like. II. 1n what kind this fin is 
uſually com ited, Tv. What are "the 
excuſes Tor It. What 1s the evil 
of. it, which Et ſuch Reproof. <2? 
VI. What uſe we ſhould make of Chriſts 
Reproof. 
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= Martha's S Sin (ar eady meariouell 1) 
was over-mch Care and Trouble ahont 
B-2 ; het” * 


: 4 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 


lower part, his bodily entertainment. 


" any ſuperfluities or exceſs : And ſo wor- | 


moſt belonged. And no doubt it was | 


'1n blaming her Siſter that was wiſer,” 


- ſhew. WH. And' 
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her Table for Chriſts Entertainment, 
while ary fate hearing his holy Diſ- 
courſe ; which ſhewed that ſhe-had /e/s 
Appetite 'than Mary to the Holy Dofttrine 
or Chriſt, that could ' eafilyer be with- 
ont it. 2. And that ſhe over-valued the 


Yet there were theſe extenuations of 
it, 71. It was not doing any ſinful work 


in it ſelf. 
2. It was not needieſs in its time and | 


meaſure. 
We are allowed to pray for our dai- 
ly Bread ;* and here is no mention of | 


thy- a Gueſt deſerved the beſt Proviſi- | 
ons ; and it's probable that Martha was | 
the chief Houſe-keeper, to whom it Þ 


a work of Love and Honour to Chriſt : 
Yet though it was for his own Perſon, | 
and had ſuch excuſes, Chriſt would not 
take part with it, or forbear to blame j 

it. 
And indeed one half of her fault lay | 
and 
choſe better than her ſelf; and [;@hriſt 
ſpake this as much to juſtifie Mw, as 
to blame Martha, as the following.words 


: = n n 


I1. And if we judge but by her quali- 
ty and caſe, -and. ours, we are far li- 
ker to be thus culpable than ' Martha 
was. For, 't. That Countrey-was poor 
in compariſon of ours, and had not half 
the Temptations to many needleſs things, 
as we have by our Riches and their ef- 
fects. | engl 

2. Chriſt would not have endured 
ſuch Vanities and Exceſles as we are uſu-. 
ally guilty of. - 

3. It's like Martha that was io Fa- 
muliar with Chriſt, was leſs addiQted 
to Vanites than we now are... 

4. Our Common Vanities, for which 
few of the better ſort blame themſelves, 
have no ſuch extenuations or excuſes as. 
the Caſe of Martha had. 

—— error ——— 

TH. But we need no more to convince 
g us, than to name ſome of the many in- 
q ſtances, in which our fin is far, yea, 
very far worſe than Martha's. * 

1. How much of moit mens thoughts . 
and time, is taken up' with the meedlefs 
cares to grow richer, and be better pro- 
vided. in the world'? from one end of 
the year to the other, how great-a pro- 

| B 3 | _ 
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portion 1s thus laid ont? Cannot we 


{erve Gods Providence, and labour: in 


our Callings, and do our Duty with- 


out ſuch a meafure of Care and Trou- | 


ble ? Into how narrow a conpaſs do 


worldly cares and troubles - caſt Gods 


Service, and mens . cares and thoughts 
of their endleſs ſtate in the hearts and 
honſes of moſt men! Theſe thorns and 
briars are fo rank and plentiful, that 
they choak much of the Seed of the 


Goſpel, and make true Godlineſs and - 


Heavenly Delight to wither away and 
come to little. 

_ 2. How many needleſs Cares and Trow- 
bles have- moſt, about Gods part and Pro- 
vidence, which belongs not to them ; 
fearing what may befall them, leſt they 
ſhould de poor, or oppreſſed, or ſaiter 
by-others ; when they ſhonld fpend thoſe 
thoughts in caring for #herr Duty, and 
truſting the Love and Faithfulneſs of 


God? And no other care will avoid their | 


ſuffering. 

3. How much needleſs, yea and braitiſh 
thonghts and works, have many to pleafe 
and gratifie thetr Appetites ? What a 
baſe and yet coſtly ſervice have they that 
{erve a greedy throat, and a beaſtly fan- 


talc ? Had". 


—_ DSA A 


Mary's Choice Tauſlifed. © 


Had God taken away many mens 
J Health and Appetite, that meat _ 
J drink had been loathſome to them, 


| J had b:cn a Mercy to many ſuch; 2 


| by the Pleaſdre that they have in theſe, 


are made flaves to the fleſh, and. links 
of ſhamefull ſin, and the Zot- ball of 
temptations, and live under continual 
wounds of Conſcience, and when- the- 


| Cup 1s abſent, they are {inning in their 
{ imaginations and delires, and are con- 


triving how the next meal or day to. 
gr atific their Appetites again : I {peak not 
of the reeling befooled Drunkard, or the 
ſpewing Glatton, but of them who: 
Care is for Throat and Belly, that make. 
a great matter of the plealing or dif- 
pleaſing of their Appetites, and think 


| and talk of it ſo {eriouſly, as 1f 1t were 


ſome needtull or importeut thing ; that 
are 4} PR in 7nd if their throats be. 
20t oleaſed 4, and they fare not ſumptu-- 
ouily or deliciouſly every day : When 
the poor 1/rachires had not taſted Bread. 
or Fleſh for many years in a Wiider-. 
neſs, nor fo much as the e£gyptian_Onl- 
ons, but only Manna, they are killed 
by Gods Juſtice becauſe they murmur- 


ed ; and when they asked Fleſh, its ſaid, 
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" 8 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 


They acked Meat for their Luſts, Pſal. 98. 
That is, For their meer Apperites, with- 
out neceſſity, for life or health : but how 


- much further do moſt go now, exceed- 


ing even the Princes or great men in 
1ſracl in the matter and manner of their 


dyet, ( as I believe the moſt in Enzland 


do ) and yet never blame or ſuſpect 


_ themſelves! Turks can forbear Wine at 


HAahomerts Command, and the Rechabites 
becauſe their Father bid' them ;. and if 


- the Phyſician forbid Strong drink or 


Wine to the Sick, they can forbear ; 
but ſenſual ſinners will rebel againſt God 
for their deſired bait, and their heart 
and thoughts are ſet upon ir. 

4. How much alſo of many vain Peo- 


- - .Þles thoughts and care is ſpent about 
needleſs Ornaments of Apparel ? Do we 


need any other Proof than the opening 
of our eyes in the Streets, yea, in the 
holy Aſſemblies, as well as in places of 
evil fame : Dzves is noted by Chriſt to 
wear Purple and Silk, or as we tran(- 


late- it, , fine Linnen; and then thoſe. 
that were gorgeoully Apparelled, were 


in Kings Houſes ;, but how few here of 
the vulgar, yea of Servants, affe& is 


- Bot now, that can but procure it ! If 


the 


% nat © 


ours quickly ſtrive to immitate them : 


In my ſhort time, the Garb of England * 


is ſo changed, that but fifty years ago, 
men would have gazed at ſuch as paint- 
s ed Inaians *Or outlandiſh Strangers, or 
4 ugly Ruthans, that had gone as moſt 
| civil and religious People do in this Ci- 
# ty now. Paul would have forborn Wire 
S and Fleſh while he had lived, rather than 
his liberty ſhould hurt his weak Bro- 
thers Soul : But if the Scandal of our 
Pride or Gawdery do make many weak 
Perſons turn Quakers to fly from it, 
how few for to avoid this, would a- 
void the moſt gawdy and effeminate, or: 
ruffianly faſhion of Cloaths or Hair ? 
And inſtead of receiving Reproof from. 
# ſuch Quakers, they are hardened the 
4 more, becauſe of the weakneſs of. their 
q reprovers. I am loth to name thoſe 
$ gawds with which eſpecially the Fe- 
$ male Sex do openly ſhew their Vant- 
$ ty, which tell all beholders what zeed- 
J eſs trifles take up much of their time, . 
g and coſt, and care : And, alas for mens. 
J ſtupid Folly ; All this is while. thouſands 
Jy want Food and Rayment ; while whole 
Countreys are impoveriſhed by cruel 
B J Wars, . 
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- Mary's Choice Tuſtified. 90 Y 
the higheſt do but take it up, inferi- * _ | 
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Wars, when dreadful Flames have con- 
ſumed our Wealth, and rcbuked our 
Pride, and humbling Diſeaſes-have ſhew- 
ed us what fleſh is, and when our dai- 
ly feeling tells us 1t is periſhing, and 
while we are going to a loathſome Grave, 
and ſee the Dult and bones of thoſe 
whom we are following ;- and the plain 
warnings of Peter, 1 Pet. 3.3, 4,5, 6 
and many ſnch ſtand in the Bible as 
cyphers-to them. 

. How many necdlefs things take 
up the rich, about their Ebouſes. Fur- 
witure, Retimue and Entertalnmems ? efpe- 
clally "thoſe that are moſt Prozd,. and 
moi? Cm 10% and Vain. Convenicacie muſt 
be a pretence for linfull coſt and la- 
bour ; 11am: +ſormneſs Or Decciicy mult be a 
Prerence tor needleſs charge in furnt- 
Lure, whlle the Poor goe almoſt na- 
ked ;. Cleanlineſs muit be a pretence for 
their Servants ſpending much of the 
day and year 12 ncedleſs Yarities, which 
mizht be mnch better {port : Not to 
be 4ccomed C: zrelcſs or Uncleauly by '0- 
thers of the like Vanity, ſeemeth ex- 
caſe enough for a multitude of eed- 
leſs Curioſities : To find poor People work » | 
icth. pzis for an excuſe, for imploy- 
Ing 
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ing Servants and Tradeſmen in making ; 
and providing all theſe Need-nots, as 1 
they might not have been better 1M- 
ployed for tz common good, and en- 
couraged to lezrn fome hetter Trades 3, 
L 25 if they Knew not how. narrow a Cof- 
fin, and little furniture muſt ſhortly 
{erye them : The report of good Honſe- 
keeping and Entertainments mult juſtifie 
| the Exceſles and chargeable needlets ſu- | 
perfluities of the rich. 
6. What needleſs Cares and buſineſs 
have many to avoid the contempt or hard. 
| thoughts of oihers! How near goeth it to- -. 
a proud Heart what is :-oughr ani ſpoken 
of them! And their avoiding of contempt 
muſt be the reaſon of molt of the fore-. 
mentioned Vanities, in their Dreſs, their 
Houſes, their Retinne, and the reit ;, 
when alas they have another kind of. 
Jadgment to. prepare for, and they and: 
thoſe whole thoughts they ſo much re-- 
 gard. are almoſt dead and Dult alrea-- 
ay. 
7. What a deal of ſome mens Care: 
and Thoughts are ipent in needlefs con- 
trivances for Power and Greatneſs in: 
the World ! whet works find ſome Achi-- 
toprels and. f%mams for their minds !. Ag* 
1E 
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if it were needfull for a man to fall at 
laſt from a higher place than the reſt 
about him ; or to have his will fulfilled 
by all others ; or to have the Souls or 
Lives of many. to. anſwer for ; or to be 
ſtronglyer allured to the damning Love 
of this World than other men; or to 
be envyed by many ;. or to be a Ruler 
of others, before one knoweth how to 
| be Obedient to God, and to rule him- 
ſelf: And O what worſe then needleſs. 
troubles, even horrible wickedneſs doth 
this Ambition lead many to! even to be 
the Plagnes of the: Earth, and incar- 
nate Devils, by bloody Wars and cru- 
el Oppreſlions, Deſolations and Perſe-. 
CUtIONs. - 

8. Yea ſome of lower rank have ſuch: 
imperious idol Wills, that nothing m/# 
croſs them, or be ſaid or done by any 
about them, but as they would have it : 
And yet it's two to one but ſo mary per- 
' ſons and. things will croſs them, and go 
quite contrary to their wills, as that 
their diſeaſe will be their contianal ror- 
ment: And they will be lize one in Win- 
ter that cannot - bear the cold, and yet 
muſt ber it, or like a poor man that 
i a Servant to his Appetite, and hath. 

not 
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not wherewith to pleaſe it: or like ane 
"that dwelleth by the Sea, and cannot 
bear the ſight of the Waters, or in a 
Wood and, cannot bear. the ſhaking of 
a Leaf. Such worſe than needleſs trou- 
bles doth* an /dol Wi produce. 

9. And how much time is loſt in yain _ 
and- needleſs talk ; about things not juſt- 
ly pleaſing, and no way profiting our 
ſelves and others ! A vain Tongue being, 
the Index of a vain Mind, as if Mind += 
and Tongue had no higher or better 
Subjects or Imployment. | 

10. And in this City it is not a lit-. 
tle time that is taken up with zeedleſs 
Sports and Recreations : 1 will not honour 
the Gameſters trade with ſo ſoft a Name 
as Needleſs Work; Nor the Play-houſes, 
nor the houſes of exceſs and luſt: But if - 7 
Cards, Dice, and Stage-plays had never - *4 
been branded and condemned by the An- 
cient Canons of the Chriſtian Churches,” 
and did not notoriouſly bear the marks. 
of Temptation and much groſs folly --- 
and fin, yet Yanity and Needleſneſs ſhould 
be enough to make men, that beheve 
another World and the ſhortneſs of this. 
Lite, to abhor them, and better ſpend 
their time. There 1s a-ſort of. Pleaſure. 

| and 
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and Recreation 'that is needful : That. 
which fits us beſt for our neceffary works 
and duty. preſerving by motion the health 
of the body, of refreſhing the weary Spi- 
rits of hard Students. But God bath 
left no man_in ſuch a penury of Re- 
creation, but that he may find more uie- 
fal, profitable, manly, time-ſaving and 
ſafe ones, than Gaming, or Stage-Plays, 


or Romances, and fuch enſnaring befool- 


ing unpr< fitable Time-waſters are. 

11. And among all the needleſs de- 
ceitful vanities, wprofirable Srudies and 
Arts are not the leai!t: When Cornelins 
Aprizpa had [treined his Brain to ſuch 
Curioſities tizat he paſled ior a Conju- 
rer, and had written a Commentary up- 
upon Lu{i:zs his Arts after many others ; 
he concludeth all with an honeſt and 
Chriitien like Treatiſe, De Yarnitate Sci- 
entiarum, Com: nending the Stndy and 
Practice of Gods Ward as the ont: y true 
Wiſdom : And thongch I have marvel- 
ed at the Carthaze Conncil, which for- 
bad the reading of Heathens Books, I ne- 
ver wondered that - mens Exceſs here-. 
in ſhould be rebuked, nor that Pazl call- 
ed men to beware left they were deceiv- 


ed by vain Philoſophy, and to avoid op-. 
poſition. 
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poſition of Sciences, faiſly ſo called: Lan- . 
ouages, Logick, Metaphy licks, Phylicks, 
Mathematicks, &c. have their uſe ; But 
he is a Learned man indeed who right- 
ly applyeth them to that ufe, and fe- 
parateth the needfull from the needleſs] 
part, the certain from the uncertain, 
truth from falſhood and preſumptuous 
Conceits ; the plaulibleneſs of the thing 
inviteth many to waſte their time in 
unprofitable Studies, who durlt not have 
ſpent it in Play-honſes and Gaming ;. - 
and yet I doubt to- many it will prove 
no better. | 


— —. 


Qn. But the doubt is, What are theſe 
needleſs ſinful things; That ſeemeth needleſs 
£3 ore that is not [0 1adeed, 07 10 arother ? Cy- 
nicks call Decencics, and Ornaments, and 
Conventercies, and Pleaſure, neediefs. 

Anſ. 1. That is needleſs which "doth no. 
£000d. £ 
2. Thoſe things that do more hurt than 
good. 

3. Thoſe things which 2n{wer no: the 
coſt and labour which is beſtowed for 
them. T | | 

4. Thoſe things that are good, but 
hinder and deprive us of a greater good,. - 

winch 


-- 16 The One Thing Netefſary; or, 


which we may .well ſpare, but are hin- 
derances to the one thing neceſlary, 
which we cannot ſpare ; all theſe are 
certainly needleſs, if not 'worſe. 
' But becauſe vain Perſons are hardly 
Convinced, 'till God by Ligkt or Fire 
. do. convince them, I will help them by 
theſe few queſtions following. | 
Qs. i. Is that aft which you plead for, 
a thing which God doth' any way Com- 
mand you. directly or indirectly i ? If nor; 
how can it be zccdfall to you? you will 
fay, Are there not ſome things Jndsffe- 
rent and lawfull, which are zo duties ? 
Anf. 1. There are natural things which 
are not moral; ( either Yirtue or Vice ) 
as your Health or Sickneſs, and. ſuch 
things as are Gods works and not yours ; 
of thele I ſpeak not. 2. There are 
Attions. of your own which are meerly na- 
taral, neither commanded nor forbid- 
den, and that is all thoſe which are no 
matter for Rational chooſing or refuſms, 
fuch as have no moral uſe ; as wink- 
ing with the eye, which foot I ſhall firſt 
put forward ; which of two equal things, 
in meat, drink, Apparel, @&c. I ſhall 
take, ( not chooſe ; ) when It Is necdfull 


that I do _, but it's perfectly indiffe- 
rent. 


rent which : But the things which I am 
ſpeaking of are. of no ſuch nature, buf 


{uch as belong to Rational choice, and - 


are accordingly choſen by- you. | 

Qs. 2. Would your Conſciences trou- 
ble you for it as any fin, if you omit- 
ted the thing which I call needleſs ? 
I ſuppoſe nor. 


Obedience that you do them ? Is your Cu- 
riolity, and your vain Attire, and the reft 
forementioned choſen to pleaſe God, or 
to pleaſe your fleſhly Senſe and Phantaſie, 
or the World ? ; 


Qs, 4. Will it be any hurt to you, * 


or real /oſs, if they be omitted, or be 
denyed you ? 

Qs. 5. Have you got any thing by 
them already, or not loft more than 
you have gotten. j 

Qu, 6. Are they things that the 
better, or the worſer ſort of Perſons 
more mind and plead for ? whoſe De- 
lights are Cards and Dice, and Plays, 
and yain Faſhions ? Is it the moſt Hea- 
venly, or the moſt Fleſhly Perſons that 
are moſt eager of them, and moſt uſe 
them ? © 

£4. 7. Do you find that they m_ 

Ip 
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help or - hinder you in Prayer and other 
holy Exerciſes ? eſpecially your hea- 
_ venly Delights ? 

0. 8. Bow do they reliſh with. you 
when you think of Death' and Judg- 
ment ? Are they a comfortable part * 
your Preparation ! Had you rather then 
review and anſwer for your time ſpent 
in theſe, than in greater things ? 

If you will but ſet Conſcience to an- 
{wer goaks Queltions, methinks you 
ſhould ſoon perceive your ſelves, what 
things they be that are needleſs, and 
therefore not to be chORn; and canſe- 
quently unlawtuil. 

But that you may re that [ drive you 
not to any extreams, I inall negative- 
ly pos 

I d6 not number all our thoughts, 
ca and labour for our Bodies, Chil- 
dren or others, about things need- 
chings and convenient, to be theſe zeedle/s 
Ching 


"5 is our diligent labour in a 
conſtant Calling needleſs ; he that will 
not labour, St. Paul faith, ſhould not cat ; 
This 1s a part of our ' Obedience to 
God, Stax dr ayes ſhalt thou labour. 
3. Nor is it needleſs to labour for 
more 
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more than we need our ſelves, that we 
may have to give to him that needeth, and 
to To 9004 to. others. 

4. Nor is it needleſs to do our. beſt 
for our bodily health, to fit our Bodies 
to be able _ chearful] {ervants to our 
Souls: That Food, that Recreation and 
Pleaſure, which 15 neceſſary to. fit Body 
or Mind for Service, and the work of a 
Chriſtian Life, us not vain. 

5. All men are not called to the ſame 
kind of Labour and employment ; that - 
is needfull to one, which 1s not to a- 
nather. 

6. The loweſt fines which we do 
in Obedience to God, if. it were but 
{weeping the Streets or Chimneys, 1s 
not to be numbred with the needleſs 
things, but rather a comfortable exer- 
ciſe of Humility and Obedience. 

Bat every man mult prefer the great- 


= hang: 


& 


IV. What are the common excuſes of | 
this Sin ? | 

Obj. 1. Some ſay, that it. is but few 
Prefiom at leaſt not all, that are fitted 
for, and called to Treat employments ;. 
they that cannot do greater matters, 
mult do leſler, Anf. 
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Anſ. All are not called to Govern 
Kingdoms, nor to be Teachers and Pa- 
itors of the Church ; but all have ſome 
Talent, which they muſt uſe and an- 
iwer for; and all may do ſomewhat 
which tendeth to the common good ; 
the Servant or Labourer that Ploweth, 


. .. yoweth and Reapeth, doth. ſerve the 


Common-wealth ; and if his Maſter live 


"idly, and ſpend” his' tire i Gaming, 


Plays, or other vanity, can he excuſe 
it by pleading a greater incapacity than 
his Servant had ? A Maſon, a Carpen- 
ter, a Tailor, a Sweep-chimney, do that 
which is"needfuÞ to be done ; and ſhall 
rich men live idly, and do no good, 


becauſe they are rich ? 


Ob). 2. 1 was not bred up to labour, they 
that were bred up to it, muſt uſe it. 

 Anſ. If you were not bred up to fome 
Calling or Employment, profitable to 
your ſelf and others, you were bred in 
lin, and then it's time to break it off ; 
Hdleneſs, with Pride and Fulneſs, are 
noted to have been Sodoms ſins 5 and 
will you not amend, becauſe you were 

bred in ſin? can you bear the doom of - 
the unprofitable, ſflothful Servant, Adarh. 
25? Or will it excuſe yop becanfe ou 
ave 


Wand that ſhall' not be called needleſs. 
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have been ſlothfull from your youth ? 

Obj. 3. God doth. not require roil and 
labour from ON Fat 4 are rich, and need 
it not. 
|  Anſ. God doth not require the ſame 
kind of labour from all ; but if he give 
you more than the oor, he requireth 
not leſs but more from you ; that is, 
your conſtant diligence in more. profi- _ 
table work ; elſe you may as well ſay, 
That God is the Governour of none but 
the Poor, or that he looketh for leaſt Ser- 
vice, where he giveth moſt wages. 

Your labour is not only to ſupply 
| your own needs, but to -profit others, 
and for the common good. , | 

And the more you do in way of or 
ty, the more you receive and pr; 
your ſelves. Idleneſs is your own. Fo 
to Soul and Body. _ 

Obj. 4. en Rs Recreation and. &e- 
laxation. 

Anſ. What do you need it for? Ks 
it not for your work, and your health, 


to enable you to work ? Uſe no more 
than furthereth your health and work, 


Obj. 5. Little things are uſefull in their 
places ; Chriſt ſaith of ſome ſuch, T' beſe 
TRE PETER ought. 
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| þ ought ye ro have done, and 20t to leave the 
Pl; other undone. uz ." 
(+ Az/.,, No conbt but there are things 
fl good aud needinll of ſeyeral degrees z 
[4 _ alt are not of the v9 reafall kind ; 


"But what's this to that which is 2s: 
I needfull ? or thet hindereth more need- 
þ _ full things, -as atore deſcribed ? -_ 
, Ob}. 6.- Oz me are 713£0/2Pct ent Tudz- | 

| es of the cafe of Youth, as not. having 
fo their inclinations to Sports and Pleaſures ; 
|. . and all meng c{pecially Divines and Law- 
yers, and ſuch lhe grave men, who are 

themſelves taken up with greater matters 
are 1ncompetent Judzes of the affairs of Wo- 
men, their Cloaths, their Furniture, rheir 
Expences. and their Imployments, cd arc 
apt to call all needleſs, which is below their 

' BOrk. 

_.  Ainſ. Yet Chriſt thoaght himſe!f meet 
to. judge of the choice of A:7th2 and 
Mary, and, Solomon to give direttions to 

'* Women, and fo did St. Pee and St. 


Ks Paul : Old men were ence young, and 
4P know what youthfall inclinations are, 
 _ and grave men that live among Women, 

” - ſee their buſineſs, and know their real 


+: ſons : And it all forts of perſons ſhall 
judge Aomiſters, Lanyers and Fudges In- 
competen 


ft — A” Hu 
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competent to judge of: their Tr adings, 
- Aftions and Affairs, and ſo appropri- 
ate the judgment 'of them. to Lhem- 
ſelves alon8, then all perſons will by 
their own: judgments be alwales in the 
right, and none will be capable of a- 
mee þ the Proverb is, A ſiander by 
_ may ſee more than a Player ; " but It 1s CON- 
fel ed that a juſt Judge muſt hear and 
conlider the whole caſe. 
Obj. 7. We ſhall be derided if we are 
| fogular. 
"An. Will God deride you for obey- 
| ing him? hath not he ſaid, Be nor. con- 
- | for: ied. 10 this world ?: You will be deri- 
-| ded and perſtemed: too by wicked men, 


c| it you will be true to Chriſt, to God- 

7 hoels, Sobriety and Honeity, and 1s 
thaf a good reaſon why you ſhould be 

t lenſgal, worldly and ungodly 

4 _ — ttm nm mnt mm 


0 'V. Bur what is t 1e fin here Repro- 
ſp ved, &c? What hari is it to be thus 
all carcfuil and troubled aries many things, 
oj} FRat are Rn” comparatively.neediull ? 

N, Anf.'1. To preferr "Tinkle "things  be- 
a-M fore preater: and thus to- imploy our 

ſelves, is a wilfull debaſins of our Souls, 
which ſhould be excrcited about that 
which 
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er, Grace and Glory are before us, and 
ſhould be remembred and ſought in theF] 


man to talk at the rate of Fools and 


- ſequence, to imploy it upon needleſs 
trifles. Pride maketh men think well 


to look higher, they chooſe a low and 
ſordid life. 


- once; if it. be taken up with trifles, it 


which is anſwerable to the dignity of Þ 
their natures ; as it is a debaſing of a | 
Prince to uſe him as Beggars, or in for-| 

did work ; and as it were below a wiſe 


Children; ſo is it a debaſing of a Soul 
that is made for things of endleſs con- 


of, themſelves, and- look high in the$v 
world, and diſdain to be ſet low. in 
mens thoughts, words or employments.; # 

and yet- when God commandeth them {Kr 


2. It is a wilfull contempt of the moſt 
excellent things : God and our Redeem-F 


firſt place ; and it is a contempt o 
them, - needleſly to turn from them our 
minds and time to vanity : The mind 
of man is-not infinite, but narrow, and 
cannot be employed on many things at 


cannot chooſe but neglect greater things: 
And for God, and Chriſt, and Heavenſg" 
to be ſet_by.,, while we play with toyes $0 
1s profane Contempt. - WW { 

| ; \ Odj. 
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Obj. We cannot be alwaies thinkins of 
od and. Heaven. wy 
Arſ., But, you muſt alwaies be ſery- 

ng God in one kind or other, and al- 
waics doing that which tends to 
eaven ; as you are not.all day medi- . 
ating of the Light, but you are all day. 
ling It. | Pg 
3. This taking up our minds and time 
with needleſs things, -1s a great nary 
o our ſelves, by neglect of our own great- 
benefit and neceſſities : Did but” men 
now what they have to mind and ſeek, 
t would be their ſpeedy cure. Alas, 
e are all behind hand in our great 
and neceſlary buſineſs ; and theſe Tri- 


lers uſually are more behind hand than 
pthers : They have more to do of un-_ 
peakable conſequence, than all their 
ime and' diligence will ſerve for, as it 
deſcrveth, ( having loſt 1o much alrea- 
ly ) and yet have they ſo much to ſpare 


or trifles ? 
O that theſe Loyterers knew their 
leceſlity and their work. \ 1. Yiou have 
God to know, of whom you are too 
gnorant ; you have his Word and Will 
o know, which you are yet much un- 
cquainted with. 2. Do you know what - 
= T4 
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it is to get, keep, uſe and ſtrengthen 
a lively belief of the Word of. God, 
- and the unſeen World?.-3. Do you 
know what it 1s to get 2ſlurance that 
Gad 1s your reconciled Father, that 
Chriſt and Salvation are yours ? that 
you axe truly ſanCtified, and ſhall live 
in Heaven for ever? '4. Do you know 
what it is to get the Heart in Love 
with God, and to long after Commu- 
nion with him in Glory? 5. Do you 
know what 1t is to get down all the 
tuſts of the fleſh, and watch againſt all 
the ſnares of ſenſe and vain imagina- 
tion, and to eſcape. the loye. of theſe 
alluring pleaſures, and the danger of 
particular fins of ſenſuality? 6. Do 
you know what it 1s to ſubdue all your 
carnal affections and paſſions, and to 
get in their ſtead a zeal for God, and 
to be fervent in his Service? 7. Do 
you know what it is to get above the 
love of Riches, and to eſcape all the 
ſnares of Cavetous deſires? $8. Do you 
know what it is to keep a holy govern- 
ment of your thoughts, and to employ 
them in their proper work ? 9g. Do you 
know what 1t 1s to' rule your tongues 
in forbearing evil, and uſing them for 
= - that 


that which they are made for ? 10. And 
do you know what the” ſpiritual, ſin- 
cere and conſtant uſe of all Gods Wor- 
ſhip is, W orq, Prayer, Sacraments, &c ? 
11. Do you know what it 1s to re- 
new Repentance for our renewed fins ? 
12. And to keep down all Pride, and 
to walk humbly before God and man ? 
13. Do you know what it 1s to love 
others as your ſelves; to do as much 
good to all mens Souls and Bodies as 
you can? 14. And what it is to dif- 
charge all the duties of- your ſeveral 
relations, to all your fuperiours, infe- 
riours and equals! 15. And what it is 
to find out the corruptions and deceit- 
fulneſs of your own hearts, and well 
to nnderſtand your ſelves? 16. And 
what it is to underſtand the nature and 
danger of all Satans temptations, and 
to eſcape or overcome them? 157. And 
" what it is to obey all the motions of Gads 
Spirit? 18. And to uſe all our daily 
Mercies well ? 19. And to bear Aﬀicti- - 
ons patiently and profitably ? 20. And 
to be above the love of this body and 
life, and ready to dye? 21. And to 
ive in the joy and comfort which be- 
{eemeth the Children of God, the mem- 
C2 bers 
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their thoughts and time. 


bers of Chriſt that wait in hope of end- 
leſs glory ? Do but underſtand what all, 
or half this is, and conſcionably do it, 
and then ſpend the reſt of your time 
in Cards, Dice, Playes, vain Adorn- 
Ings, Curioſities and other trifles. 

. 4- Conlider alſo that Time and Life 
are very ſhort and very uncertain, and | 
therefore not to be ſpent on needleſs 


- things by one that ſtandeth at the door 


of eternity. 
5: The experience of other men ſhould | 


move us : All right repenting men, and | 
moſt dying men, wiſh that their time 
had not been ſo waſted, but ſpent on 
that which was neceſſary to the great 
ends of life. 

6. Conſcience telleth moſt that have 
not ſeared it, that at Death and Judg- 
ment we are like to wiſh that needfull 
things had taken up all our time. 

7. It is a wrong, to- our great Creator 
and Preſerver. that we ſhould thus waſt 
our time while he maintaineth us, as if he. 
gave us Life and Mercy for ſuch Vanity. 

8. The Example of Chriſt and his 
Saints, is a reproof of all ſach Vani- 
ty ; we find not that they thus ſpent 


VI. The 


J 
l 
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FI; T he Uſes we ſhould make of this, 
are theſe: | 


os 
I. Parents may hence learn, for what 


imploymetit they ſhould Educate their 


'F Children in the World, what they ſhould 


teach them, and to what Trades and 
Callings they ſhould ſet them ; not to 
ſuch as will ſpend their Lives in Vant- 
ties; but ſuch in which they may be 
moſt uſefnll to themſelves and others 
in the world : Not that all can be of 
the beſt or higheſt Callings, but all 


ſhonld be educated for the moſt - uſe 


and ſervice, and all employed in the 
beſt which they are fit for : It is a de- 
baſing of your Children to intend them 
for no better than to live at eaſe to 
get money ; a Heathen -would tell you, 
that uſefulneſs to the Common-wealth 
is more to be regarded, and a Chri- 


ſtian knoweth that the ſerving of God 


in the greateſt profiting of our ſelves 
and others, mult be preferred. | 
IT. Let us all review our lives, and - 


ſee here how much we have to repent. 


of; and let us ſee alſo what cauſe of 
lamentation we have for the common 
| CW 3 - gult 
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a ſuperſtitious Touch not, Taſte not, Flan- 


Hindred not your Heads,” Hearts and 


3o The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 
guilt of all ſorts, againſt theſe and ſuch 
like words of Chrilt. '| 

- But to prevent your miſunderftand- 
ing of me, I firſt profeſs chat I intend 
not to make you Cynicks, or Superlti-} 
tlious, nor to perſwade you that it Is 
neceſſary to your Salvation to live naſti-| 
Iy and undecently, nor that it is any} 
part of your holineſs or perfeCtion to] 
be 1ingularly ſordid, ard to avoid things} 
comely and convenient, as ſome old} 
Hermits and Anchorites, and divers 
Popiſh Saints ſeemed to thinks: I am 
Aot drawing you to imitate that preſent. 
Sect among, us, that ſet up at firſt with 
a holineſs which conſiſted much in for- 
bearing Cufts, and Bands, and Hatbands, 
and Ribbans, and ſaying Thoxz inſtead 
of You, and withall in open reviling 
the moſt faithfull Miniſters. It 1s not 


ale not, Col. 2. 20, 21. I am commend- 
Ing to you : But I fear leſt the con- 
trary common extream be much more 
dangerous : I would not ſpeak againſt 
your {ſmalleſt convenience, ſo far as it 
became not a time-walting Snare, and 


Lives from greater neceſſary things. I 
knaw 


C 


now that when St Pas ſpeaketh of- 
Sten for providing things horeſt, and liv- 
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1-Jing honeftly, he meaneth things decent 
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and of goog report ; to expoſe ones 


$ie1f, purpoſely to, be laughed at, as Sr. 


Francis and'ſuch others are ſaid to have 
done, is no juſt exerciſe of Plety or 


8 Htmility. 


Burt alas what -a doleful Spectacle 1s - 


are going, to ſee what it is that moſt 
men are doing, and what 1t 1s that 
they leave undone ! I am not now 
ſpeaking of the time that 1s ſpent in 


& airett evil ; but little do men know how 


dangeroully they ſin in fpending too 
much in things that have ſome good, 
and in preferring Conveniencies and 
ſmall] bodily Pleaſures and Commodi- 
ties, before the great and needfull things ; 
who can doubt but it was a decent 
and good thing for Martha to make 
Proviſion for Chriſt, and to attend and-: 
ſerve him ? Are not moſt of your un-- 
feaſonable Cares and Troubles, about 
much {ſmaller matters than this ? but 
at the time when greater things ſhould 
be done, even theſe are culpable Cares 


F and Troubles ;' much more. thoſe many 


C4. Itttle. 
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"Ion trifles, which only Pride and Fol- 
ly calleth needfull : And verily we have! 
all fo much of this zecefſary work to do, 
that leaveth us. little roon} or time to 
Jpare for things. which molt men ſpend 
much of their Lives i in; ſo great and} 
urgent are our main CONCErNS, as ſhould} 
make every wiſe man ſtudy diligent-| 
iy to 'put by as many of - the leſs di- 


_ verting matters as he can: He that had 
Money to lay out for his ranſome, or 


for his life or neceſlary livelyhood, would 
ſpend little on ſmall matters, "till he 
were ſure he had enough to ſpare. 
Hearken but wiſely to God and Con- 


Fence foreſee whither you are go- 


ing,.-and what you have to do, and 
of what inconceivable importance, and 
then conſider whether you have room 
and time for all or any of thoſe divert- 
ing trifles which are the. chiefeſt care 
and bulineſs of the anbelieving Carnal 
world. 

This needleſs bufineſs plainly ſheweth 
that you have low and little Souls : | 
As Children playing in the Sand ſhew 


. their difference from men that apply 
- themſelves to manly bulineſs, ſo your 


over-bulineſs about your Ornaments, 
Dreſles, 


h Mary” = A Yalifed "_ 7; 


Dreſſes, Complements, Rooms, and 


I many iſnch_trifles, doth tell -others - 
 ( whether you will know it your ſelves 


or not) thgt you have both Childiſh 


g underſtandings Cand worſe becauſe you 
g are at age) that ſet too much by lit- | 
J tle things, and that you have too much 
J carnality of affeftion, when you have 


ſo much mind of trifling Need-nots: 
And worſt of all it plainly ſheweth that 
you greatly want a ſounder belief and 
deeper Senſe of your great buſineſs 
and intereſt in the world, and live 


not in the ſenſe of the nearneſs of 


Death- and things Eternal, as wile - Be- 
hevcrs ſhould ſtill do. 

I am not ſaying, that you ſhould. al- 
ways have the ſinful fears, and ſadneſs, 
which the Sentence of Death doth bring 
on moſt: I had rather you were quite- 
above theſe to the laſt : Nor do I fay. 


that you ſhould always have juſt the 


ſame kind of paſſions, or do all things 


juit in the {ame manner, as you: ought. 
J to have and .do, if you were ſure to- 


dye to-Morrow.. But: I muſt ſay, that. 


you ſhould have the ſame Wiſdom, and. 
the ſame eſteem. of God;. and: of the: 
World, of Soul and: Body, of Heaven: 
= JS and: 
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and Earth, of Eternity and Time, of 
Duty and 'Sin, of Neceſlaries and Tri- 
fles, 2s you will then have ; and the ſame 


holy affections, and diligerice, and pra- | 


Qtice of Life, which this W ifdom will 
then teach you to wiſh that -you had 
Jooner had. © let there not be too great 
and- ſhameful a difference between your 
Livingand your-Dying Thoughts.If your 
Father, or Child, or Husband, or Wife, 
-were on their Death-bed or going to. 
Execution, would not all be aſhamed of 
you, that ſhoyld heax you talk to them 
about Cards, or Plays, or fine Cloaths, 
or Laces, or greater 'worldly Toyes 
than theſe. Yea, if you were taken up 
your ſelves about your own Ornaments, 

Dreflings, Curioſities, and tr oubleſome 
Triflings, who would not ſay. that you 
were diſeracefully ſenceleſs of your own 
and your dying Friends ;Condition? O 
Promiſe rot your ſelves more time than 
God. hath promiied you:: Dream not 
that you dwell further from the Grave 
than you do: You know not what it 1s 
to. live as Chriſtians or as Men, if you 
know. nof- that, all our Life ould? be 
ſpent in our beft preperation for Death. 

'Ehongh you muſt do much which you 


would | 


OOO ooo De. md and ut me bp &, df 
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would not be jaft found doing, you muſt 
do nothing but what you can then Com- 
| fortably review, ' nor ſpend a moment 
"Min that, whiah then yon mult wiſh that 


you had nqt ſpent it in. And whether 


time-walting trifles and Necd-nots, will 


be comfortably remembred then, by one 


that hath Reaſon and' Faith, and had 
ſo little time, and'fo much to do with 
it, methinks it might be eafie to fore- 
ſee. 


Verily, if you ſpent your time in no. 


oreater matters,than in getting Gold and 


worldly Glory, Crowns and Kingdoms,, 
meerly for your Fleſh, and the greateſt 
Pleafares of a carnal tranſitory Life, 
yon will in the Everlaſting review, be. 


confounded and tormented in remem- 


bring your ſelf-abaſing folly. And are: 
your: many little trifles then. of more. 


worth to make you a juſt excuſe? Gen- 


tlemen, Ladies and Gentlewomen ; do: 


not only bear with me, but be willing 


and thankful that I deal plainly with. 
you, when It 1s not for me, but for your-. 
ſelves': It is ſuch'as you that are moſt- 
ordinarily and excuſably guilty: of this. 
Sin, and Folly: The poor: 'Labouring 


Countrey-man and: Tradeſman :ihdeed. 
is; 
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is unexcuſable that will be diverted from 
the care of his Everlaſting ſtate, ever 
by. his moſt: lawful and neceſlary La- 
bours.: But uſually . their , guilt is leſs 
far than yours, in all cheſe following 
87-20 | 

. That which they do is. profitable 
to- the Common-wealth z and ſo is good, 


and part of their duty in. it ſelf conſi- 


dered. To. Plow, and Sow, and Reap, 
and make you Bread and Drink, and 
Cloaths, &c. But what good cometh 
to the Common-wealth by your Curi- 
ofities, and Vanities, 2nd Plays, , and 
Complements R though. decency , and 


cleanlineſs, and thandſomeneſs, and a- 
voiding contempt and reproach be vain- 


1y pretended for them. They gather, 
and you waſte: They are the Bees, and 
you are the Drones : They Labour, and 


you. conſume it on your Lults and _Fan- 
cies. God bid them /abour:ſix daies, but 


he never bad you make ſuch a ſtir for 
meer unneceſſary vanities. 

2. Neceſſity is ſome reaſon for. what 
they do, thongh- it be, no. good excuſe 
for leaving. undone greater: things. 
They muſt maintain themſelves and Fa- 


Milies,, and' pay you your Rents :. But 
what. 


* \ raed nant _ S—— 


Mary*s Choice Juſtified, 47 A 
what neceſlity have yau to waſte thoughts * 


and times about your many unprofita- 
ble Toyes? Martha had ſome excuſe, 


Io you haye none. 


. God giveth you more H ages, and 


cnivs 'doth expe& more Work: You 
are Stewards of more -truſt, and there- 


fore have more to glve up an account 


of. 

4. They can fay, [ Chriſt and his A: 
poltles and all good men have laboured 
and done ſuch things. as we do; 7] and 
it is part of his Law, that if we will 
not work we ſhall not eat ; and Solo- 
:0ns Mother, a Queen, and he the wi- 
ſelt King by her teaching, deſcribeth 
the Virtuous. Woman to be one that 
worketh willingly with her hands on 
Wooll and Flax, that riſeth before day 


to look to her*'houſnold, and her Can- 


dle. goeth. not out by - night; and ecat- 
eth not the Bread of [dleneſs: ] (when 
too- many of the Rich do cat no other. ) 
The labours of your Tenants have 
ſuch Preſidents as theſe. ' But have you | 
any ſuch, for your needleſs formalities 
and toyes;? Did Chrilt ; or his Apoſtles 
ſpend their time. in Prating of unpro- 
fitable, things,, Or 1n Idlenefs, or Plays, 

: Qr- 
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or Gaming, or in Childiſh neatifying 
their Bodies, or ſuch like? was St. Pe- 
ter. of your mind. when he wrote to 
Chriſtian Women, 1 Per. 5. 3. That 
their adorning be not outward, nf Plattins 
the Hair, and of wearing Gold, or of put- 
ting 0n of apparel, but the hidden man of 
the- Heart :, tm that which tis not corrupti- 
ble, even of a meek, and quiet Spirit, oleh 
is in Gods froht of great price ? That is, 
regard that which is precions, and a- 
dorneth you in the fight of God, and 
affect not neatneſs or coſtlyneſs, to make 
you ſeem either Rich or Comely in 
the- ſight of Man, but cloath your cor- 
ruptible fleſh 'with cheap and eafie 
plainneſs, as beſcemeth thoſe that are 
going to the Grave. It 1s not Appa- 
rel, but Ornaments that. he forbids, and 
a vain deſire by our Apparel to ſeem 
ſomewhat higher or handſomer - than 
we are to men. - | 
Perhaps you wut ſay, that Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles were poor men, and 
therefore neither Patterns or fit . Judg- 
e&s for you: A4u/. But yet they ſhall 
judge you, whether. you will.or not; 
"And . they who tell "men . by their 
lives; that they take not *ht3r * Do#rine 
F--- or: 


Mary's Choice Fuftified. 0 39. | 

> | or example for their Rule, or Chriſt for- 
their Governonr, ſhall find that unbelief 
and rebellion are not the way to their 
Juſtification? But though they that are 
gorgeouſlly cloathed then dwelt in 
Kings houſes, do you. but. read the 31. 
Chapter of the Proverbs, and take there 

| the Counſel and Pattern of a Queen 
and King, and I will reprove you no 
more. > | ; 

And you that are ſo regardful of the 
thoughts and eyes of * men, and whoſe = 
Pride maketh ſo great a matter of your 
reputation, that all about you be /zoht- 
ly and lyable to: no contempt, why do. 
you not moſt regard your reputation 
with- the wi/eſf and the beſt: St. Perer 
before told you what are the precious. 
Ornaments in "the fight of God: And 
wiſe. men and good men come neareſt 
to God in all their eſtimations. Who 
will beſtow mnch coſt or time, or' hire 
Servants, to trim themſelves, or their 
Houſes, for Childfen or Bealams to. 
look on and-admire ? None but ſuch as 
your- ſelves do think ever the better of 
you for all your coſtly or troubleſome 
curiolities; Wiſe men :look at you as. 
at Players, or Morice-dancers, ſome 

with 


I 


"= 40 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 
| with Laughter, and all with pity; and 
think, what empty Souls are theſe that 
'mind ſuch little Child\ſh things? + 
And ſeeing common reaſqn tells: you, 
that a mens dignity or baleneſs lyeth: 
in the-dignity or baſeneſfs of the things 
which he mindeth, hopeth for and 
ſeeketh, and of the work in which his 
| Life is ſpent, why will you ſet your 
ſelves ſo ſar below your poor Tenants 
and labouring Servants, as to chooſe 
imployments ſo far baſer than theirs? 
* That is baſeſt which is moſt vain and 
_-of little benefit to your ſelves or 0- 
thers: Your Plowman, your Baker, 
'your Brewer, Four Cook, yea your 
Chimney-ſ{weeper live upon more uſe- 
ful employments, than ſome rich-vain- 
_curious-idle perſons. ERR 
And as all ſin blindeth and befooleth 
-finners, it's two to one but theſe ſelf- 
abaling: perſons will diſtaſte what 1 
ſay, as thinking that it 1s againſt them. 
When common reaſon might tell them - 
that -all this that I ſpeak is for rhem, 
even for their Honour, their Commo- 
dity,. their Conſcience, and- their Sal- 
vation. Should. I perſwade one that 
felleth Pins, and. Points, or the Scavin- 
gers: 


41 
gers that carry out Duſt and . Dang» 
it | to become Merchants that trade for - 
[Gold and enriching Merchandize, few' 
1, | of them wquld be ſo fottiſh-as to think 
h'F 1 ſpeak againit them, to-their dſhononr 
'$ | or their loſs. 

ay And ſtill I confeſs that many little 
$ 
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things are needful in their place and 
ſeaſon: We ſhould miſs Pins and Points: 
if we were without ,them. Dirt and 
uncleanneſs muſt be ſwept and waſht 
away: Garments ſhould be warm and 3 
comely: Rooms that are convenient © 
are deſirable; comely and ſtately build- 
| ings and furniture tor Princes and Ru- 
| lers are a due Ornament to Maglitra- 
cy, and ſplendid Cities and Temples 
are an honeſt. imitation 'of the great. 
and glorious works of God : -Sweet 
harmony and melody exhilerate- the 
Spirits for and in Gods Holy Praiſe. 
All his: Mercies ſhould - be uſed .to fit 
bs, to ſerve him with gladneſs, and , 
joyfulreſs of heart. It is' not a Co 
nical Life that I plead for, but a baſe 
and childiſh life that I am diſpraifing. 
When comelineſs and decency, and: 
cleanlineſs and . reputation 15 made a 


pretence for ſuch trifling away your | 
' OWN... 
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own and your Servants time, and -ſet- 
ting up ſach toyiſh trades and .employ- 
ments, as nothing but your own in- 
fal diſeaſe and folly con}d keep. you 
from being aſhamed of, and your Con- 
{ciences from accuſing you for. I am 
aſhamed to name over the trifles with- 
in doors and without which I mean. 

But Satan 1s ſubtil as well as mali- 


"cions, and knoweth that all fiſh bite 


not at the ſame bait: Crowns and en- 
larged Dominions are the diverſions of 
ſome, who think their deſigns are high 


_.and honourable, while they go to dam- 
nation with more applauſe than world- 


ly Peaſants: Brave Speculations and 
pleaſing Knowledge of things unne- 
cellary are the . bait of others, that 
ſcorn to neglect God and caſt away 
their Salvation, for ſuch low and lit- 
tle things, as the Wanton and the 
Glutton, or Drunkard do. Yet theſe 
that are pleaſed in ſatisfying their Ap- 
petites, think that they make a wiſer 
bargain, and have ſomewhat more in- 
ſtead of Heaven, than ſick brained 
Childiſh Women, that have no better 
in exchange than things and ' bulineſfes 
which I am aſhamed to name. --- » 


Mary's Choice Tultified. 43 * 


ct O that God wonld awaken all our 
YE Reaſon by a lively Faith, to ſee where: 
n-we ſtand, and what is before us, and 
ou with whom gwe have to do, and how 
n-Flittle tranſitory ' things of the fleſh do 
my ſignifie to a ſound underſtanding. We 
1-B ſhould then ſee that Time and Life are 
of greater uſe, than to be plaid and 
fool'd away. Every moment of it 
would then appear to be very Ppreci- 
ous, and of great uſe. Whereas that 
is vile, which is good for nothing but 
1 Fl vile employments: That hour which is 
- © ufeful for no greater work, than your tri- 
- © fling Need-nots, is of no greater worth 
 f than the work which it is for. Had 
"| you no more to do with it, how unde-_ 
ſtrable- were life: Surely the gain or 
pleaſure of an idle or a trifling life, 
will never compenſate the cares and 
troubles and ſufferings which we muſt 
all undergo. Were a 'Prince, Judge 
or Doctor ſet up as a Picture only to 
adorn a Room, or as a Mawkin to 
frighten away Crows from the Corn or 
Garden ; this were not uſeleſs, yea it 
were better than many of your time- 
waſting vanities : But ſure it would be 


a great debaſing of ſuch perſons, as 
: {carce 
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ſcarce worth the coſt and trouble of 
hving. 


The Scripture tells us indeed, that 


Dan walketh im a wain ſhew, and that 


Verily every man at his beſt eſtate is Va- 
#ity ; yea, all under the Sun. is Vanity 
and vexation of Spirit - But all this 1s 
{aid only of man as ſecking a Felicity 
in this world, and of all that he is 


- .and doth, with no higher reſpect than 


to the preſent Proſperity and pleaſure 
of the Fleſh : But there are greater 
things offered us which are not Vani- 


ty, even the pleaſing of God, and the 
frvition of his Love and Glory for ever : : 
and were our life and time devoted to 
. . theſe high and noble Ends, were our 


waking and ſleeping, onr eating and 
drinking, our health and ſickneſs, our 


- labours, yea and our needful recreati- 
ONS, employed for theſe, and meaſured 
-accordingly as means hereto, they would 
be holy. and comfortable, and the low- 


elt things would be thus honoured and 


' precious : They that are ſtedfaſt and 


unmoveable, alwaies abounding in the 


work of the Lord, do find Their 1a- 
bour not in vain, 1 Cor. 15. 58. The 
{ame Houſe, Goods, Money, Food, Ray- 


ment, 


Mary? 3 Choice Tut if * 3066 m__ Ws "OD ? 


ment, Time, as uſed by holy Believers and 
Eby carnal Worldlings, &c. differ more 


than we can now conceive ; Z0 LINESS 
TO THE LORD Ks. the” name of the 
one, and VANITY, VEX ATION and. 
SIN of the'other. : 

But alas, man who as a ſhadow paſ-. 
ſeth away, doth ſet his heart on tran-. 
ſitory ſhadows, and dreaming, and 
ſeeming, and Stage-employments and 
enjoyments make up his hypocritical 


life and comforts : His Religion is na-_-- 


turally ( 'till Grace amend him ) but 
Shew and Ceremony ; -his heart-work, and. 
houſe-work, and publick-work-' 1s little 
but Shadow and Ceremony ; Time Is 
ſpent, and Money ſpent, and Talk ſpent, 
and Thoughts ſpent upon Shadow and 
Ceremony , Servants are imployed too 
often alſo *in waſting their time, to 
ſerve their Maſters Fancies in meer . 
Shadow and Ceremony : You can ſee and. 
hear but little that is better, or of. 
greater uſe in many rich perſons dat- 
ly converſations, in their retinue, in 
their ſplendid houſes and curious adorned 
rooms, or any thing even of that which 
commandeth their hearts and time, and- 
in which they place their dignity and. 

plea- 
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pleaſure ; *til] either Grace happily, or 
Death miſerably awake their wit, and 
then they cry out, All is Vanity and 
Vexation , O that we had, better ſpent 
our time ! This their way 1s their folly, 
and yet their poſterity approve their fay- 
ings, Pfal. 49.11, 12, 13. And ſtill others 
riſe up that tread in their unhallowed 
ſteps; and Satans Kingdom can truly 
boaſt of an uninterrupted Succeſſion, even 
from the daics of Cain, 'till now. 

I ſhall end with ſome Dire&1ons how 


#0 judge of Needleſs things. 2. Aud an 


anſwer to ſome Caſes of- Conſcience. 

I. 1. All things are culpably need- 
leſs which» anſwer not the coſt, and la- 
bour, and time which is laid out up- IN 


"on them : You may: jadge by the good 


which they are like to do. 

2. Thoſe things are culpably need- 
leſs, which are but to ſerve a «deſire or 
humour, which we have no zeed to pleaſe ; 
if the Zyft or Fancie be vain, the Means 
that ſerve it can be no better ; whether 
it be the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of 
the eyes, or pride of life, which are 
not of the Father, but of the World. 
Men ſay, We adclight in this or that, 


in curiolity, in coſtly or time-waſting 


ſports; 
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ſports, or ſuch as profit not their bo- 
dily health, in gawdy dreſſes or ſuch 
like ;' and why may we not gratife our 
delight? why it is ſuppoſed to be a 
needleſs unprofitable delight, proceeding 
from a vain Fancy, which ſhould rather 
be cured than pleaſed. 

_ 3. All things are much more culpably 
needleſs, which proceed from a Yirtous 
ſinful humour, deſire or luſt ; Make no pro- 
viſion for the fleſh, to ſatisfie the luſt there-' 
of, Rom. 13. 13, 14. To »1md the things 
of the fieſh, 1s enmity to God, and' to the 
minding of ſpiritual things, Rom. 8.6, 
7. Unneceſſary ſenſual delights corrupt 
the Sou), and ſtrongly turn down the 


mind from God ' and holy Pleaſures ; 


and the mortifying of ſuch fleſhly Luſts 
or Pleaſures, is no {mall part of our 
Religion. | 
4. All thoſe are culpably needleſs and 
worſe, which are preferred before truly 
needful things; and which are againſt 
them, and ſhut them out, or take up that 
ſame time and room which they ſhould 
have ; if you have any thing of greater . 
moment, which ſhould be done at that 
ſame time, whatever hindereth it is va- 
nity and worſe ; and therefore there. is 
no 


} 
| 
4 


"1 48 TheOme Thing Neceſſary, or, © 


no cure for vanity- of mind and life; 


till men come to know their great ne- 


ceſlities,. and important buſineſs which 
they have for all their thoughts. and 
time, even the regard of their end and 
all the means, the duties of their ſpiri- 
tual and temporal Callings, and ſee that 
they. haye no time to ſpare. 

1 Qu. 1sit lawful ro beof a Trade which 
ſerveth the Humours of vain Perſons ;, as to 
make Cards, or Dtce, or Stage-Playes ; 
_ Attire, as Ribbonds, Periwigs, and ck 
like ? 
Anſ. 1. Theſe things are of very diffe- 
rent Natures : Some of them, as Stage- 


| Playes, Cards and Dice, (though Inſtan- 


ces may be deviſed in whih it is Poſlthle 
to uſe them lawfully) are fo ordinarily 
uſed ſinfully, and ſo ſeldom well ; that 
the Trade that maintaineth them may 
well be ſuppoſed to be a Trade of main- 


. taining Sin : And, had I a Son, I had 


rather he» begg'd his Bread, than have 
ſach a Trade. But Laces, and Ribbonds, 
and fine Cloaths, and Feather S, and di- 
vers {uch things, "have (among ſome that 
they are fit for) a more ordinary  law- 
ful uſe ; and therefore I cannot ſay, that 


ſuch Trades are ſinful. 2. But yet be- 
| cauſe 


| Common-wealth, and {ſo very frequent- 
ly uſed to ſerve a vain and finful Luſt 
KB and Fancy: I take it to be a Sin for 
Þ any one to preferr ſuch a Trade be- 
fore one that is more blameleſs and pro- 
fitable, though the Perſon might get 
more Money by it. 3. And they that 
WE will uſe ſach a Trade without Sin, 
BW muſt neceſſarily, be ſo carefal in diſtin- 
E guiſhing of Cuſtomers, and nof pro- 
BE miicuoully ſell to all who they perceive 
will ſerve their Sin by it; that it 


will much diminiſh -their Gain. The 


Caſe is much like an Ale-ſeller's or Vint- 
ner's, which is lawful in it ſelf, but muſt 
be uſed with ſo much diſtinguiſhing care, 
as I doubt few prattiſe, leſt their Gain 
be hindered : And therefore a /afer Trade 
is much to be preferr'd, which is not a 
continual Temptation. | 


time tn T rifles and Vanities, that are but to 
pleaſe a proud or curious Fancy ? 


Anrſ. 1. It muſt be ſuppoſed, that ma- - © 


ny times Servants, through Sloth or Edu- 


cation, misjudge thoſe things to be need- ++.” 3 
D b- 


leſs 


Qu. 2. Maya Servant dwell with and obey 
uch a Maſter, or Lady, or Miſtreſs, as: 
will command them to ſpend much of their 
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leſs or evil, which are not ſuch ; and 
think that their Superiours ſhould com 
mand them no other labonr than what 
they like themſelves : In this caſe thei 
Errour will not juſtifie their Negle&q 
Perſons of Honour and Dignity ma 
lawfully go much farther in employing 
their Servants in Dreifings, and Adorn 
. ings, and Attendance, and in waſhing 
and rubbing Rooms, and ſuch ſmalle 
things, than lower Perſons, from whom 
it is not expected, and .to whom the 
marks of Wealth agree not, though none 
muſt be inordinate. 

2. In meer donbtful Caſes Servant; 

_ are not the Judges of their Governour'; 
Commands and Bulineſs ; and where the 
are no Judges, and know no Sin, they 
muſt {udmit. 

3. Sometimes that which is finfully com 
manded, may be lawfully and dutifully c 
bey'd. As itisa Sin ina fick. Man to be pee 

_ viſh and hardly pleaſed, and to comman 
many needleſs things to a Servant in tha 
peevidh humor; when yet(they being law 

fal things to be done) the Servant ma) 
be bound to obey them. A Patient ma 
ſinfully be humorons in his Expectation 


when a Phylitian may yet lawfully pleak 
h 
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his Humours for his Health. A Child' 
may faultily cry for ſomething, when 
the Nurſe may without. fault give him 
that which he cryeth for, to quiet him. 
All is not f&rbidden the Servant to da, 
which is fordidden the Governour to com- 
mand. 

4. Bat all that is Sim i the Doer muſt 
be forborn ; and to ſerve and cheriſh the 
Sin of others when we may chooſe, 1s 
ſinful). = 
5. Therefore ig ſuch Caſes, though it _ 
be lawful for a Servant to do many need- - 
leſs things ( not forbidden him by God ). - 
when commanded,itis unlawful to chooſe 
ſ\uch a Service, in which he ſhall be {o em- 
ployed, to ſpend his time 1m Vanity, .to _ __ : 
ſatisfie a Ruler's Pride and Humour, un-'  ** 
leſs it be in caſe of true Neceflity, or pros > 
bably to attain a greater good, which 
will compenſate all the Inconvenience. 
As if a Pirate or Tyrant command me to 
ſay ſome idle Words, or do ſome zcedleſs 
Aion, or elſe my Friend or I ſhould be 
murthered ; in this caſe they are not zle, 
or xcedleſs, or unlawful, but a Duty, which 
voluntarily choſen, would be a Sin. ' 

Obj. By this you will make it a Duty to 

obey Papal Commands of idle Ceremonies. if 
| © > > We 
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"we doubt, or if they he 10+ things forbidden 
FRE 
Anſ. 1. God hath notleftus to ſo much 
liberty how to worſhip him, as he hath 
left us about our Houſes, =nd Dreſles, 
and common things. : 

2. The Pope and his Miniſters are un- 
lawful Governours, as ſetting up an nn- 
lawful Church Policy, even a univerſal 
humane Eccleſiaſtical Monarchy (or Ari- 
ſtocracy, as the Conciliar Party hold ) 
and therefore we owe them no Obedience 
even in lawful things, and it 1s a Sin to 
become their Subjects. 

3. Doubting whether real Sin be Sn, 
will not make it no Sin, nor change the 
Law of God. Should Men be uncertain 
whether Rebellion, Schiſm, Fornication, 


- Perjury or Lying be Sin, they may not 


therefore do it, though it were com- 
manded them ; for no one hath true Au- 
_——_— to command them. 

But if really the thing be /awful to 
be Sine, we muſt do it, if commanded by 
ſach as have true Authority to do it, 
though they miſtake and fin in the Rea- 
ſons, Ends and Manner of their Com- 
mand. 

5. Ifa lawful Magiſtrate or Ruler ſin- 
fally” 
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fully command [Say ſuch or ſuch a need- 
les word, or do ſuch a vain Aion, or 
wear ſuch a vain Habit ( not_ forbidden 
us by God ) or elſe you ſhall be ſilenced, 
baniſhed, impriſoned ] it ceaſeth to be 
vain in the” Uſer, when it's made neceſ- 
ſary to ſuch ends, though it be ſinfully 
commanded. But what God forbiddeth 
mulc never be done. 

Qu. 3. May the Huſoand and Maſter 
bear with ſinful Vamties tn. his Wife and 
Servants, 1n his Houſe e Seting be is the Ru- 
ltr, is it rot his Sin to tolerate chem ? 

Anſ r. It is undoadteidly his Sin to 
conſent, * or not to remedy it, if he can do 
it by lawful means. 2. It ofr falls ont 
that not only necdleſs Toyes and Vani- 
ties, but fome downright great Sins, can- 
not be hindred effeCEtually without ſo great 
Inconveniences and Miſchiefs,as that ſuch 
hindering hecometh an unlawful means, If 
a Man have a Wie to paſſionate or un- 
quiet, as that no means would reſtrain 
her Tengue or Hands, but turning her 
away; Or uſt ing ſuch Violence as.1s unſait- 
able to a Conjugal Relation ; he mull 
patiently endure her Sin. 

If he have a Wife that wall fall into 


ſome dangerous Diſcaſe, or grow diſtra- 
2 9 _- eb 
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give their Huſbands no Quictueſs, and ſome 
pences, ro ſatiifie their Lufts. 
for the preventing of {uch perſons Sin : 


If it be true, ſome en have need to 
know It. 2. It's poſlible that ſome Rates 
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fted, if ſhe may not Pleaſe her Pride in 
Apparel, or {infully waſte much in vain 
Expences, or may not uſe an unruly 
Tongueto fin ; or at leaſt, ifthe reſtraint 
would colt the Husband ſo deer, as wou!d 
by unquietneſs unfit him to ſerve God in 
his place ; 1n this caſe it is no linful To- 
leration to endure it : He 1s far from 
conſenting to it ; he only reitraineth not 
that which he cannot reſtrain : For what 
a Man cannot do by {/arful means, and 
without doing more hurt than good, it 
nwit be ſaid, that he cannot 40 7 at all, 
Aid fo much as a Man may /anfully give 
to purchaſe his own Peace and Quietnels, 
or to cure his Wife of ſuch a Difeale or 
DiſtraCftion ; ſo much he may lawtully 
ſuffer her to ſpend (though linfully ) to 
prevent it, 2s long as he difowneth the. 
Sin, and wouid remedy it, it he could 

by laviiul means. 

Obj. 1f-your rell Women this, fore will 


wil waſte their Eftates in Sin, or vain Ex- 


Anal. 1, We mult uſe no falſe Doftrine 


of 


/ 
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of Expence or Suffering, may be greater 
than the preventing of the Wives Cala- 
mity andirs Conſequents are worth ; and 
in fuch caſes it cannot be ſo prevented. 
3. And I hppe the Caſe 1s fo rare, that 
moit Women's Pride, Exorbitancy and 
Paſlion, and the Sins thence proceeding, 
may be reſtrained by other means, et 
caſter rates. 

Ohj. 2. But by this you would inferr, that 
Ewils may alſo ve tolerated in the Church, if 


[0 far inthe F amily, 


Anſ.- Confenting to any Sin, is ſin, and 
ſo is doing that by promoting Or tolerating, 
which /ionifeth Conſent ; but not to hinder 
that which we caurot hinder by lawful means, 
and without 407mg greared hurt than good, 
is no Conſenting, or ſinful Toleration. 
Papiſts that are for burning and baniſh- 
ing Diſſenters, yet confeſs this, that they 


' muſk tolerate them, when elſe they ſhou!d 


more hurt the Church by what 1s done 
againit them. 

It is no Sin to bear with the greateſt 
Sin In the World which we cannot reme- 
dy; much leſs with humane common frail- - 
ties, in which all mortal men muſt bear 
with one another, or elſe forſake all 
Love and Peace. | 
D 4 | _ And 
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And this Objeftion mindeth me 
humbly but earneſtly ( though almoſt 
hopeicily ) to deſire all Governours to. 
_ take notice, thar the Paſtoral Govern- 
ment of Chriſts Church ( being exerci- 

led under him, who calleth it his 

Spouſe and Body) is very like the Go- 

wernment of a Huſband over his Wife, 

which muſt be done by no means incon- 
ſtent with LZove and Conjugal offices 
and Commitnon to the liſt, And there- | 
tore 1f men muſt- bear with fo many || 
and great offences and inconveniences, 
yea and ſufferings in and from a Wife 
for their houſhold peace and quietneſs, 
let them conſider whether for Charch- 

Peace much. cvil is not_ to be endured 

when it cannot be lawfully hindered. 

And if hnmane frailty and darkneſs 
be ſuch, as that few perſons living 
have the ſame apprehenlions of many. 
or moit things, and Husband and Wife 
about their ordinary affairs, will daily 
maniteſt ſuch difference of opinions 
and humours, as muſt be born (or 
they muſt bear much worſe, let Pa- 
ſors conlider, while we agree in all 

\ things. neceſſary to. Salvation and the 
common. peace, how much YO of 
C 


nice, 
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ſence, and conſequently of praftice, muſt 
be endured in the numerous difficulties: 


of Religion, by them: that know. the 
way of Peage: And whether they that 


will not bgar a little, are not prepa- 
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ring to bear much. And perhaps if 


the Roman Clergy had not been fo. 


much againſt Prieits Marriage, the ex- 
perience of their Families, and what 
differing apprehenſions and actions muſt 
there be born by Conjugal Love, might 
have better tanght them. how far to 
bear with differing opinions and pra-: 
clices in Religion, inſtead of their un- 
chriſtian, inhumane Laws and Practi- 
ces, of burning, exterminating, and 


| ruining all, ſuch as their Judgments. 


ſhall Stigmatize as Hereticks. 


— — 


— 


Qi. 4. What are to be taken for ſinful 
needleſs Studies, which Scholars - ſhould. a- 


Arſe. 3. There 1s great - cauſe 'to put 
this queſtion, conſidering how many- 


———_ = 


years are this way .oft, and how little 


it is repented of, and how much 1s” 


{till owned and applauded by men of 
zreateſt reputation. | 
The: Caſe may be reſolved by the 


EJ.-<: ſane: 


, 
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fame Rules before given; 1. All Learn- 
ing and Studies which are not worth 
the colt and labour. 2. All that do 
but ferve that vain deſire of Know- 
ledge, which firſt tempted Ere to Sin. 
3. Much more all that which is but to 
ferve mens ſinful Pride and worldly 
deſigns; And it were well with many 
Students if their Learning ( or Science 
fallly ſo called, ſaith Paul) became not 
more plentiful and dangerous matter 
of Pride and felt- deceit , than fine 
cloaths and trifles do to Women. 

4. All that 1s worſe than vain, which 
heeperh out greater and neceſlary things, 
and turneth the mind from Holineſs 
and Heaven. 

But the fame Knowledge 1n its pro- 
per place; and uled in due ſubordina- 
tion. to the greatelt things, and as a 


' true means to the true end, is good and 


holy, which otherwiſe placed and uſed 
is doting vanity, and deluſory dream: 
ing; 2s too mzny ungodly Students will 
find to their coſt when it is too late. 
Therefore 2 ſound Judgement and: 
Holy will, by right intention of the 
end. and. true . diſcerning the aptitude 
at means, muſt reſolve this cafe, and 
moſt 


moſt of ſuch caſes through all' our 


lives. Happy is he that is wiſe, in 


things ſpiritual and of cverlaſting con- 
ſequence ta God, and to Salvation, , 
though tha World ſhould deride him 
as unlearned or a fool. And woe to 
him that is honoured for wit and po- 
licy, for many Languages and a rolling 
Tongue, for the prudence of Achitophel, 
or the Learning of Ariftotle, and hath 
not Wiſdom to live to God, to reliſt 
temptation, to eſcape damning fin, and. 
to fave his Soul: It will do him no 
more good in Hell, that he was cry- 
ed up for a Learned, or Wiſe or Re- 


'verend man on earth, than 1t-will do 
to Dives, ( Lk. 16.) that he was cloath-. © 


in Purple and Silk, and. fared ſump-. 
tuouſly every day, and bad his Porti- 
1 and good things where Lazarus had 
Sorrow and Contempt. More than one- 
of the moſt famous Schollars, have at 
laſt cryed out, that All Learning 1s. 
Vanity, ſave the Knowledge of God 
In Chriit, our duties, and our- ſpiritual 
and endleſs benefits and hopes. 


. 
' 
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I have told you of - many evils that 
coine by the preference-of naneceſſzry or 
| leis; 
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I;fs neceſſary things, but one remain-. 


| eth to be noted, which the Text ex- 


prelleth in Martha's inſtance: while ſhe 
is. over-careful and troubled about ma- 
ny things, which were then' leſs neceſ- 
ſary, ſhe thinks her Siſter ſhould have 
been of the ſame mind, and done as ſhe. 
did, and grudgeth at her and accuſeth 
her to Chriſt, as if Marys work had 


been leſs neceſſary than hers: which 


ſheweth us, 


Obſerv. That they that chooſe unneceſ- 
ſary or leſs neceſſary employments, are apt 
70. account Religious exerciſes leſs neceſſary, 


and torenſure thoſe that chooſe them. 


The wrong cenſuring of Mary's 
choice and work, was. as much of 
Aartha's tault as her own worlt choice 
and ncedleis trouble. Thoſe that fin 


a;ainſt Knowledze, and confeſs that they 


do il}, are often defirons that their 
Children and Friends ſhould do better : 
But they that think their $7 1s their 
Duty, will cenſure thoſe that fin not 
with them, as it it were Sin to fear 
Sin and avoid it. And no wonder : 


For, 3, That which 1s rrue 70 one, 1s. 
| - 7 "Pre 
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true to another; and that which 1s be/# 
r0 0ne,. as 2 common duty., iSbeft to another : 
and It is natural to us to deſire that 
our Friends ſhould know what we kzow, 
and chooſe *that common geod which 
we chooſe,” and avoid the errour,. Sin 
and Miſery which we avoid : Our-Love 
to Truth and goodneſs will make ns 
deſire that they may be common: And 
our Love to owr Friends will make us 
deſire that they may be happy by choo- 
ſing what is beſt: And the Zove of 
our ſelves maketh men deſire that o- 
thers may be of their Mind and way: 
As . God firſt loveth himſelf, and next 
that which is moff ihe hinfelf,, fo na- 
turally doth a ſeifiſh man: Though a 
holy man as ſuch firlt loveth God, and-. . 
then that which 1s lkeſ# God; yet when 

he erreth, he thinketh that to be ke: 

God which 1s zot. And then even the: 

Love of God allo will be abuſed to 

the promoting of errour, and the an- 
gry cenſuring of Truth and Duty. 
No doubt but artha's Love to Chriſt 


| himſelf was abuſed by her errour, to: 


cenſure her Siſter that did not ſerve 
him in the way that ſhe thought then: 
moſt neceſlary.. 

| 2, And: 
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2. And when ſeveral things are co- 
trary Or inconſiſtent, the over valuing of 
the one, mait needs cauſe the under- 
valuing 2nd rejefting of the ocher; the 
weighing down of one cnd of the hal- 
lance will lift up the other : As all men 
that are earthly minded are ſo much the 
leſs ſpiritual and heavenly, and he that 
loveth the world hath the /e/s love to 
God, 1ſ{o they that over-value wunnece/- 
ſary things, will naturally grow into a 
greater diſefteem of things truly mece/- 
ſary ; contrary things cannot be both at 
once preferred ( in the ſame reſpect ) 
when wnnccefary things feem mrcceſſary, 
inconſiſtent mccefſary things will ſeem u7- 
neceſſary. 
All this we ſee verified conitantly in 
our experience, 1n mens judging both for 
themſelves and others, 
1. Mark any that grow more in loving 
| and caring for Vnmecefſary, IWorld!y, Fleſh 
ly things, and you ſhall find that they 
grow more indifferent to Prayer, and 
to all holy exerciſes that employ the 
mind ; a {rtle of this will ſerve their 
turns : Mark them that over-mind their 
Ornaments, their Convemencics, their Ap- 
petites or their Worldly gain, and Joo 
: al 
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ſhall ſee how heartleſs and dead they 
grow towards God, and Holineſs, and 
Heaven ; when ſhadows ſcem ſubſtances, 
the ſubſtante goeth but for a ſhadow : 
A little of God will ferve them, when 
a little of the World will not ſerve 
them ; and ſpiritual things loſe all their 
ſweetneſs, when fleſhly Pleaſures and 
Hopes grow too {weet. | 

2. And you ſhall ſee that ſuch Per- 
ſons do judge accordingly of others : 
Their - love of Vanity maketh ſerious 
Religion ſeem a vanity to them ;: When 
they are over eager for the Fleſh or- 
World, they judge Gods Servants to 
be over earneſt in Religion ; when we 
wonder what they can find in an emp- 
ty world to take up all their thoughts 
and hearts, their talk, labour and time, 
they wonder what we find in Religion 
to. take up ours; as we ſlay. to them, 
what needs all this adoe for Vanity ? 
cannot you have Food and a Grave 
without this. over-much care- aud trou- 
ble ? fo they fay to us, [ What aeeds all 
this adoe in Religion, cannot a man be ſaved 
without ſo much violence and ſtir ?- is God 


fo ill natured that no leſs will pleaſe him #- 


Thus God muit be thought to be like 
them, 


x od 2 EV 
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them, P/al. 50. and to leave his holineſs 
when they leavetheirs, ( or never had it ) 
and to grow indifferent and reconcileable. 
to ſin when once they love it. 

And when ſerious Godlineſs is thus 
rejected by themielves, it firſt ſcemerh 
in others to be- but a "needleſs honeſt Su- 
perftition, the effect of a weak Judgment, 
and a timerous and trembling heart ; 
and afterward they grow on to call it 
fooliſhneſs, and entitle it as Chriſt did 
Martha, s Cafe, A care and trouble about 
many umicceſſary things : And from thence 
many: grow to think it ev//; and from 
thence to think it the zo inſufferable evil, 
and to take ſerious Conſcience of our duz 
ty to God to be the greateſ? rebel againſt 
Kings, and the gr eateſt rroubler of the 
Land, the greateſt Schiſmarich, and the 
moſt dangerous Enemy, and moſt intol- 
lerable Plazue ;, and fo they proceed to 
helliſh malionit ty and cruel Perſecution : 
This 1s the natural Progreſs of over-va- 
laing and over-minding zeedle/s things. 

3. And alas, not only the hiſtory of 

- thirteen hundred: years, but the notice 
of our own age hath told us, that even 
in the Churches the ſame Canſe hath 


. Proauced the ſame Effett; when may 
| needleſs. 


S 
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needleſs and troublefome things are over- 
valued and thought neceſſary Mary 1s 
accuſed, and her hearing {o-much Preach- 
ing, is taken for the effe&t of Idleneſs 
or itching Ears : In the Church of Rome. 
where things. firſt called 7zaiferent have 
been preferred, true Knowledge, explicite 
Faith, ſpiritual. Worſhip, and a holy Life, 
are taken to be neceſfary only to ſome 
few Votaries, or Saints that are. to be 
Canonized as wonders, and not to all 
that will be ſaved ; and a maſs of Ce- 
remonies kath ſhut ont moſtly ſerious: 
Preaching, Praying and Holy Living ;, 
their Tree beareth ſometimes only 
Leaves, and at other times the Pricks- 
of Thorns and Thiſtles. Images pre- 
tended to be for the honour of depart- 


ed Saints, are cheriſhed where. Saints. 


and ſanCtity are hated ; as their Fore-- 
fathers the Phariſees, Mat. 23. They build. 
the Scpmlchers of the Prophets and righte-- 
ors men, and condemn thoſe that niwur- 
thered them, and keep holy-aayes in ho-. 
nour of them, and go on implacably to. 
kell thoſe that imitate them, and to do as 
their Forefathers did thar Perſecuted. 
them. Ceremony is become the Subſtance. 
of too many mens Religion, and. an. 

Image 


-_ 


66 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 


Imase and Shadow of Faith and Godli- ||; 
neſs, Jaſtice- and Charity hath takert ; 
place of Life and Subſtzuce, Too ma- |]; 

? 


ny Churches are filled with, Statnes and 
Carkailes inſtead of real Saints : The 
Shell which 1s but to keep the Kernel, 
13 valued in its ſtead, and the Kernel 
cait away inſtead of the Shell. The 
Letter which is for the ſi-nification of 
the ſerce, is firſt taken 'up as enough 
without it, and then tarned as an ener 
azainſt it ;, and the oft repeated nemes 
of Feſis, and Mar y, and Saints are uted, 
firſt inſtead of holy ove to Jeſus and 
Saints, and then to cheriſh a malignant 
murderous hatred of them that are 
Saints indeed within their reach. It 
was St. Dominice and fuch other of 
their holy men, that promoted the 
murder of real Saints, even of many 
thonſands, if not hundred thouſands ; 
Do but call them RO, Waldenſes, 
Albigenſes, Lutherans, Zuinolians, Calui- 
nts, Hugonots, Bl i70ts, Lollards, Whizs, 
Puritans, and. then Conſcience is aS looſe 
and free to hate, revile, impriſon, fi- 
lence- or murder them, as if they were 
{ſo many Robbers or Rebels, or as bad 
as their Accuſers and Perſecutors feign 
them. 


11. 
er, 
a- 
1d 
ple 


| * Rebelfion for them ! and at laſt 
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them. Panl doth foretell that in the laſt 
dates fome ſhall be harcrs of thoſe that art 
o00d, and Neon, Devils, which we tranſ- 
Tate "falſe Acguſers, and. yet have a form 
of Godlineſs, while-they deny the Pow- 
cr. Diaboliſm begins in falſe Arceu/ation, 
and proceedeth to the crueleſt Per ſecuti- 
on ; what on carth can be liker a Dev}, 
than firſt to Print ſuch horrid lies of. the 
Servants bg Chriſt, as they have done of 
[ uther, Zumslirs, Brier, Calvin, Bea, 
:nd the reformed Churches, and then to 
torture and burn fuch as Hereticks, and 
t5 make it a Law ana part of their Re- 
ligion to compell Princes to do the Ike 
in all generations to coine, and even to 
burn the Bones of the Zea, as they 
did by Bucer, Phaoias and Wick: Mite: -- yew: 
to murder them by thouſands, as in' 
Frauce, znd by hundred thouſands, as 
in Ireland ;, and all this began witn the 
overvaluing wnneceſary things, worldly 
Pomp, and Power, and Wealth, and 
Pleaſure, and Images, Ceremonies ard 
Formalites ? What dreadful work was 
made about lmages,.. againſt the Eaſt- 
ern Emperours ! how many Councils of 
Biſhops were the Authors of Schiſm 


for- 
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for them did the Pope rebelliouſly caſtf 
off his Sovereign, and cut off the We- 
ſtern Empire from. him, and give it 
(as if it had been his own) to the 
French : To this day, do but fpeak a- 
gainlt their derfied Wafer, or*their Maſs 
of Ceremonies, or their adoring Ima- 
ges, Or their falſe DoCttrine, or their 
Papal or Prelatical Tyranny and Ufſur- 
_ pation, and you preſently deſerve to 
be painted with the Picture of Devils, 
and after the torment of the Inquiſi- 
tion to be Curſed from Chritt, and 
- Burned to Aſhes; and all this as for 
Chriſt, the Church and Faith. | 
And the Germar Interim told the World 
whither the overvaluing of things called 
Tnaifferent doth tend, when the Chnrch- 
es were deſerted, the Miniſters filenced 
and perſecuted, and ſadly divided among 
themſelves, and the Reformation almoſt 
overthrown ; and all becauſe the Paſtors 
reiuſed to conform to a Book compiled 

by the Emperour's Command, by a tew 
ſelf-conceited Biſhops, pretending to be 
moderate Reconcilers, obtruding- divers 
of the Romiſh Formalities as the means of 
the Peace and Concord of the Churches. 


It wonld grieve ones Heart to read what 
| Con- 
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Confuſions this impoſed Book, called the 

Interim, did cauſe. 

it} But alas, hey are not the only Inſtan- 

hell ces of the calamitous Effects of the over- 

a- ſ valuing and obtruding unneceſſary things. 

{5 As the Rruines of Troy long told Spectators 

3- | what a War for one Helena, a beautiful 

ir | Whore did coſt that part of the World, 

r- | (which became the Subjects of the famans 

o | Poems of divers Ages;) even fo tie Ru- 

ines of the Eaſtern Churches, ſometime 

- || the moſt great and famous in the World, 

d | and now the Habitation of Owls and Ser- 

r || pents, deluded AMabomerans, with ſome 
ignorant, ſad, oppreſfied Chriſtians, pro- 

1 || claim to all that read, hear, or ſee them, «© 

1 | what are the fruits of ſtriving about unne- 

- | ceſlary things, even about worldly Pre- 

1 | eminence and Wealth; which Patriark 

4 

- 

{ 


” x 
yy 
4: > j 
, w 4 ; , 
.: 531. rn at Tc, ON i Fry” PN. IN OI NE Pe 
- Y «a. . —_ L 


!hould be greateſt, and which Buhop 
ſhould ſit higheſt, and go firſt, and have 
his Wul, and paſs for the moſt Ortho-. 
dox, or have moſt Followers ; and a- 
bout ambiguous words, who it was that 
I ſpake wiſelyeſt,” and who ſhould make 2 
ff the words of other Mens Creeds and Pro- =-+ 
I ieſſions ;, ( for the Trade of making Lir- | 
turgies which whole Nations or Provinces 
muſt be confined .to, was not ſet I 
after 
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- after that of __ ecas:) In a word, 
Church-Wars ;  Abaut the Furiſaiction 
of Prelares ; chnciating whether Rome: or 
Conſtentinople ſhould be the Chiet ; 2. And 
about hard and doubrful wwds 3. And 

about Images and Ceremonies ; " have laid 
Eaſe and Weſt in the Condition of _ 
fie, Deſolation, Shame and Slavery, i 
which with Amazement we ſec them af 
this day. 

And what are all the religious Wars, 
Murthers and Cruelties exerciſed for, by 
the Papal Party,but that onc Prelare and hs 
Confederates may be the Aaſzers of all the 
 Chriftian World, and may have their Wills 
in all re/z910u5 Matters directly, and in all 
Civil Matters in order to the Religwus; and 
that all their Laws may be obeyed, their 
 Formalities uſed, and their Words believed ? 
Killing, burning, tormenting, confoun- 
ding, ſeem not too dear to accompliſh 
this. Bebold how great a matter a lutle 
Fire kindleth ! Who would think, that 
never before ſaw it, that a little Gun- 

owder fſnould blow up Houſes, as 1t 

' -doth? And who would have thought 

that ſo many Churches, Kingdoms, Lives 
and ' Souls ſhould have been blown up, 


' or ruined, as they have. bcen, for the 
un- 
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Salvation, as a company of Preciſjans, 


of it,, fome are doing zothime,- and ſome 
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unneceſiary Domination, Wealth, For- 
malitics and Ceremonles of the Cler- 
of have often, too often Fr Picks. 
ers themſelves, inſtead of a Sermon, pour 
out Scorus again( thoſe that preached 
and lived more lerioully, fſtriftly and _ 
holily than themſelves: And Þ have too * - 
oft heard the Common Rabble revile them 
that were moſt careful and diligent for 


Puritans*and Hypocrites : And I have 
thought with my ſelf ; Fave theſe Mer 
found better and greater thinss to lay out 
their own"Care, Time and Labour for ? 
And alas, I perceived that initead of 
God, and Chriſt, and Holineſs, and Hea- 
Ven, they had nothing to take them up, : 
but Vanity and Vexation ; their Belltes, - 4 
and their Parſes, and their Walls, and 
their Titles, and their Pride, and Luſt, 
and ſelfiſh Wills : ; and are theſe more ne- 
ceſlary than Mary's Choice ? Mark what 
thoſe Perſons are ſaying and doing every 
day, who think Serious G odlineſs to be 
over-aoing ;, and you ſhall ſee, that inſtead. 


worte than zothmg ; waſting their ſhort ? 
time, deceiving and deſtroying them- _ | 
ſelves and others, And 
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, | And indeed it is not poſſible that any 
one that 1s a ſerious Chriſtian himſelf, 
and hath tryed truly a holy Life, ſhould 
think it needleſs, or make 1t a matter of 
Reproach to others. But we grant, that 
particular Duties may be miſplaced, and 
Prudence 1s neceſlary to know their time, 
and length,and manner ; and it's poſlible, 
bothithat a ary may ſometime here im- 
prudently over-do, and that a Aartha 
may by miſtake be quarrelſome, and 
accuſe the Innocent, that yet 1s not 
againlt ſerious Piety it ſel, Therefore 
I think meet to annex theie two Cauti- 
ons to the Hearers in this Caſe. 

[. Do not preſently take your ſelves 
to be truly godly, becauie ſome others 
accuſe you of over-doing, or of being 
religious over-much. Every one 1s not 
2a Saint that is derided for SandCtity ; 
every one doth not ftncerely preach, 
hear, pray, or practiſe, that 1s derided 
for theſe things : If you have no better 
Evidence of Grace, than that {ome call 

you Puritans, Preciſians, or ſuch like, 
it will be an inſufficient Evidence. 1. Bad 
Men will deride thoſe that ſeem holy, 
though they are not ſo. 2. And good 


An in their faulty weakneſs, may 
ro mis- 


misjudge of the Circumſtances of your þ. 
f JDuty, and wnfuſtly blame you, and yet ' 
you may not © be {incere in the main. 
3. And you may attually miſtake in Cir- 
1mſtances yQur ſelves, and deſerve the 
ame that is' caſt upon you. The-Pha- 
riſees were over-ſtri& for the Sabbath, 
ind in avoiding Publicans and Sinners, 
and thought Chriſt too - looſe : - Fadas 
pretendeth more Charity to the Poor 
than Chriſt had. © That 1s not righteſt 
which ſeemeth ſtrieſt, but that which 
is moſt agreeable to the Law of God. 
Though ſome miſapply Solgmor's words, 
Eccleſ. 7.16. Be not righteous over-much, 
neither make thy ſelf over-wiſe; as if it had 
been written againſt ſerious diligent 
bedience to God, and true proper 
Righteouſneſs and W ;/dom ;, yet we mult 
. know, that it was written by the Holy 
, (Ghoſt, and not in vain. A Pharifaical 
| (Superſtitions ſort of Religion, 'and Ob- 
- Mcrvation of vain Traditions, and a ztal- 
1 Mos Seriffneſs which God never command- 
4, 18 2 Righteouſneſs equivocally ſo cail- 
/ed, and it is over-mach : Such is much 
of the Popiſh Righteouſneſs, and ſuch - 
; Fis the affected Auſterity of ſeveral Setts, 
- Nold and new. Touch nor, Tafte not, Haj- 
; E Ale 
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dle na, are oft a humane counterfeit 
Righteouſneſs, which God doth neithe 
require, nor accept. As God liketh not 
a Popiſh Charity, that killeth or tormentet| 
Men in love ro God and Religion; ſo nei 
ther doth he like thoſe Superſtirions Au 
Feritics which deſtroy our own Bodbes, 
and diſable us from chearful Thankful 
neſs and Obedience ; which maketh S: 
lomon fay, Wh ſhouldF# thou be deſolate 
(or deFtroy thy Tel ? ) That is good whicl 
Is fitted to do good. All Grace and Du 
ty is for Edification. _ 

HL. And as every one 1s not zr 
. Godly who is derided as Godly by thi 
| prophane, or blamed for ſome, Auper 
ſtitious ſtriftneſs, ſo you muſt not ral 
every one for malignant or ungodly, w 
ſpeaketh againſt ſuch ſtritneſs, as eithe! 
is real ſu erſtition, or ſeemeth ſo off 
. worſe to him. 

For, 1. If you are guilty of ſuperſti 
tion, it is a friendly office to ſhe] 
you your miſtake: 2. And if you art 
in the rizht, and another that 1s in thi | 


wrong miſaccuſeth you, 1n many Caſe 
his errour may ſtand with Love tc 
Truth and Holineſs in the main: Ever) 


one is not ungodly who m/reproam 
ui 
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viths with the 4nabaptiſts for Baptizing 
nerf farts: Or with the Antinomians as 
1otfetting up the abrogated Law; and fo 
ef many others. - AS men differ in 
eifJudgment about Gods Law, they will 
ccuſe each others differing Practice : 
But oppoſing Serious  Godlineſs as ſuch, is 

Knother thing. < ns 

And indeed it is uſual with malig- 
Fant enemies of a holy Life, to make 
Fhemſelves a Keligion of Formaliries, 
ind Imagery and ſhadows, to quiet their 
;onſciences while they reſiſt the Truth, 
hat it may not ſeem to be an a& of 
Sn:picty and malignity which they do, 


hut an oppoſition to the faults of 


-Sthers. 
But the Uſe which you ſhould make 


of this Leſſon, is this: Take heed- leſt 
10% be tempted to an over-valuing of 
Fany unneceſſary or leſs needful things, 
whether it be Wealth, and Honour and 
"WFleſhly Intereſt ; or elſe any formali- 
Fties, or things indifferent about Reli- 
Y gion, leſt before you are aware ( as 
Imagery ſtole away the Hearts. of the 

old . Idolaters from God, fo.) theſe 
© ſhould ſecretly conſume your holy zeal, 
mand turn your Hearts from the Life 
| S 4: and 
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and ſerious exerciſe of Religion, andf 
worſhipping God in Spirit and Truth; 
and afterwards draw you to condemnf 
that zeal and diligence in others which 
you. want your ſelves. We have Bo- 
dies as well as Souls, and muſt have 
a juſt regard to bodily neceſlaries; and 
a care that our Bodies. do their duty: 
But let the Body and it's Intereſt keey 
their . place : Remember how far it 1 
delow the Soul, and uſe it, and al 
it's intereſts accordingly. The leaf 
things that are good are not to be de 
ſpiſed: But alas what work is made by 
preferring little things! The Traditions off 
their Fathers, their Tithing nr and 
Anniſe, their Waſhings, their building the 
Sepulchers of the Prophets, their Domine- 
tion, Pomp and Ceremonies, did paſs 
with the Phariſces inſtead of the great 
things of the Law, and Sacrifice went 
before Mercy, Truth and Judgment; 
yea and became a Cloak for devour- 
ing Widows houſes, and for Perſecu- 
' ting and Silencing the Preachers ol 
the Goſpel, and for Slandering and 

- Murdering' Chriſt himſelf. 
What ' Ruins this hath made un 
Souls, Churches and Kingdoms, I wy 
, alre- 
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already told you: Know therefore 


wherein Gods Kingdom doth conſiſt, + 
Rom. 14-17, 18. And what and whom 


God bindeth you to approve, and learn 


what this meancth, I will have Mercy 


and not Sacrifice, that you may not de- 
ceive your ſelves or condemn the 
gniltleſs. Even Martha will murmur at 
her dear Siſter and accuſe her, if ſhe be 
her ſelf but tainted with this ill diſeaſe. 
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But whoſe part doth Chriſt - take, 


and which of them. -doth he juſti- 


us The Defendant Aary, and that 

With a Compaſſionate reproof of Mar- 
*S 2. With the .Reaſon of Marys 
Fuſtificarion, ' 3. And with a Sentence of 
Bleſſins added to her fence: W hence 
we learn, 


7 


Do&t. 2. That when miſer Chriſttans 
and their better Choice and work, are ac- 
cuſed by them that preferred leſs neeadful 
things, Chriſt will be the Advocate and 
Fudze, and will defeud and juſtifie the 
wrongfully accuſed. He will in this Caſe . 
take the accuſed's part.. 

EY War. 
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Martha accuſeth her Siſter to Chriſt 
ſhe expecteth that he ſhould blam 
her as negleCfting her duty, and leaving 
all the trouble and care ,on Aartha, 
But Chrilt doth not anſwer her Ex 

eftation, but juſtifieth the Wiſe and 


nnocent. 


Reaſ. 1. For It is his Office to ht 
both the Advocate and the Judge : And 
he will do it in perfeftion, without er: 
rour or injuſtice. He well knoweth 
who 1s in 'the right, . and "none can 
deceive him by falſe Accuſations or 
falſe Witneſles. Bs 

2. He is ſo nearly related and deep- 
 1y obliged to defend the Innocent or 
Juſt, that he will never fail them 
They are his Members, and his Love 
engageth him: He {ſpared not his Life 
and Blood for them, and will he not 
ſpeak. for them? They are his purchaſe, 
and zrereſt, his peculiar redeemed ones, 
and will he forſake his Tnrereft, and his 
Om ! | 
3. Indeed in plaiz Fuſtice he is bound 
to juſtifie them againſt ſuch injurious 


Accuſations: For it is he that — 
| oth 


- ſeth them to do what they are accuſed 
inf of: It is. for obeying him: If it were a 
ff /alr, it would be his that bid them do 

no it. Nay how much hath he done to 
J bring his Sefvants to that Holy Choice 
and Faithful Duty, which in the world 
they are commonly accuſed for ! Alas 
we were not forward to it of our 
ſelves. It was not we that made the 
bell Law, which ſo ſtriftly forbiddeth Sin,, 
nd] and commandeth Duty : The Bible is 
not of our making: It is xo: we that 
thil made the Law, to Love God with all 
our Heart, and Soul, and might, end our 
Neivhbour as our ſelves; not to take his 
Name in Vain, to worſhip God in Spirit 
and in Truth, &c. And it was a high- 
er cauſe than our own power, which 
taught uns and inclined - our Hearts to 
obey theſe: Many a Meffage did Chriſt 
ſend us, by his Bible, Miniſters and 
0 Spirit, before we were heartily drawn 
to yield : Many a daies Patience did 
he uſe, and many a threatning to drive 
KH us to it, and many a Mercy and Pro- 
miſe to draw us, and many. a Book 
and Teacher to Inſtru&t us, yea” and 
many an Affliftion to Correct us; And 
will he not juſtifie us for that which 
E-4. he. 
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he ſo carneſtly ' commandeth us, and 
with ſo much ado doth bring vs 'to 0- 
bey? Did he come into the world, and 
live and dye, to ſave his People from 
their Sins, and purifie to himſelf a 
peculiar People zealous of good Works, 
( Tt. 2. 14.) and will he forſake them 
when they are accuſed for obeying 
him? Where ſhall we meet with a 
man of any common honeſty, that 
would do thus by his pooreſt Servant ? 


- And ſhall not the , Judge of all the 


Earth do righteouſly. For onr parts, 
if we are accuſed for Serious Piety, 
or any duty which Chriſt commandeth 
us, It 1s his command that was our 
reaſon and obligation, and which we 
have to alledge for our defence, If 
that have not Authority and Truth 
cnoagh to juſtifie us, we have no 0- 
ther Juſtification. Indeed Chriſt ſhould 
forſake himſelf if he thus deſerted. us: 
He ſhould take the blame upon his 
own Laws, yea and on all the works 
of his Grace and Spirit, and all that 
he hath done to bring us to that which 
the world and our fleſh was ſo: much 

againſt. 
4. He defendeth his Diſciples __ 
ine 


fu 
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the Phariſees Accuſations on Earth, and 
willhe afterward forſake'them ? _ 

He hath appointed the great day 
to judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 
even the ſectets of men, and to bring 
all things 6pen into the manifeſting 
light, even all Truth and Falſhood,, 
and all the hidden works of Dark- 


_ neſs; Therefore undoubredly all Truth, . 


all Righteouſneſs, and all that is of 
God, ſnall be fully Juſtified, and Gods 
Truth in all, when falſe Accuſers ſhall: 


be: all found Lyars. 


——————. ————— A 
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UV/e. This being then ſo plain and 
ſure, I would commend the Conſidera- 
tion of it to ſeveral Sorts, and in ſeve- 


ral Inſtances. I. To the Accuſers of the - 


Godly for their Duty to God, II. To: 
the Accuſed. III.” Fathoſe that are yet 


1n doubt what Cauſe to chooſe. 


[. The unjuſt Accuſers of Juſt Men: 
are Ns divers degrees or ſorts. 


- Some» "there be that only accuſe 
| them. 


— 
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them in their Thoughts, and take them 
to be guilty when they are not. 
2+: Others go further, and too caſi- 
ly believe falſe Reports from others ; and 


then think that they are allowed to tell 
what they have. heard, and ſo to vend 
ſuch falſe Reports. And if they can but 
| tay, either that it was a great Man, or 
a Learned Man, or a Mmifter, or a Reli- 
g30us Man that ſaid it, they think that 
their Calumny or Back-biting is no Sin : 
But much more, if axy ſuch report it; 
and yet more, if they heard none con- 
tradict it. | 
-  z. Others there be, that becauſe' it 
ſerveth their Intereſt or Beſign, or plea- 
ſeth their malignant Minds, do make 
it part of their buſineſs purpolely to car- 
ry about ſuch Reports, and perſwade 
as many as they can to believe them, 
and plead down. thoſe that contradict 
them. | « 
4, Others go further, and are the firſt 
Deviſers, or the malicious Increaſers of 
the ſlanderous Reports themſelves ; not 
only the Spreaders or Carryers, but 
the Faihers of the Lies which they ſend 
z50ut by others. E 
5. Yet ſome go further, and ſtudi- 
- | oully 
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mn | ouſly and maliciouſly publiſh them in Pul- | ; 
" | pits, orin Print, to draw'the World and: 
;.| Poſterity to believe them ; yea and this. 
iq | 25 for God, and as for the Church and: 
ll Truth: as, if it were but the detefting 
aq of Hereſies or Lies, or dangerous Faults. 
or PraCtices of others. 

6. And yet further, ſome in moſt 
-_ | Ages and Countries, in Offices and pla- 

ces of Judicature, who ſhould be the: 
Pillars of Juſtice ; do paſs falſe Senten- 
. | ces againlt the Juſt, and pronounce them 
'$ gnilry, and perſecute- and oppreſs them. 
by their unrighteous Puniſhments. 

7. And yet worſe ;. ſome ſlander not. 
only the Perſons, but the Cauſe of 
Truth, Piety, and Righteouſneſs it ſelf, 
and make falſe Laws and Canons, calling 
8 good evil, and decreeing the common 
ſlandering 'of the Truth, and the puniſh- 
ing of the Innocent, becauſe they will not 
break the Laws of God, and pleaſe proud 
miſtaking Men before him. 

To all theſe Sorts of Accuſers of the - I 
Jaſt, T wonld give ( would they hear 
ne) un toilowing Advice. 

adviis you to ſtay, and think 

wall bf the matter; and be ſure that 
"You have throughly tryed it, before 
YOu; 
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you venture . to paſs your Judgment. 
It is not ſo ſmall a matter as you think 
to wrong the Juſt, and ſay, I was miſ- 
taken. And eſpecially will you be firſt 
fure what fide Chriſt will take, and 
whether he will be of the Accuſer's mind. 

And Chriſt hath ſo fully told us his 
mind already in his Word, that we may 
certainly forcknow what Judgment he. 


my pals. 
. Do you accuſe: Men for pretending 


r0 the Spirit, and to be koly? Why Chriſt 
hath ſaid, that, Except a man be born of 
Water, and the Spirit, be cannot enter In- 
70 the Kinodom of Heaven, Joh. 3.6. And, 

Without Holineſs none ſhall ſee God, Heb.. 
12. 14. And, If any man have not the 
Spirit = C brift, che ſame is none of his, 


Rom. BS. 9. 
2. Do you accuſe godly Men for S1- 


gularity, end for aiffering from others in 
their Religious Diligence and Zeal ? It they 
differ from the Common Faith of Chri. 
#ias, or lingle themſelves from the . 
Communion of Saints, or from. the Love 
and Concord. of Believers ;: Chriſt will 
n0t juſtifie them in this: For he hath 
iaid ; A man that 15 an Hererick after the 


fart and ſecond Adn.onmon, avoid, TI. 3.. 
10. And, 


. Mary's Choice Juſtified, 85, © * 
t. | ro. And, By this ſhall: all men knom that. | 
k. | you are my Diſciples, if ye have Lode. one; 
| to. another, Joh. 13. 34, $5. And, Mark, 
t | thoſe that cauſe Diviſions and off ences contrary 
1] 70 the Dottrine which ye have learned, and. 
avoid them, Rom. 16.17. _ . 
n But if. it. be differing from Unbeliev- 
7 | ers, or ungodly Men, or.tormal . Hypo- 
> | crites, by a holy Reſolutionto live whol- 
ly to God, and obey his Laws, whoe- 
- | ver be againſt it ; it this be the Simgu- 
- | -/arity you: mean, Chriſt 1s engaged to 
" | bear them out: For it 1s he that hath 
commanded this, and ſaid ; Ye are. my 
Friends, if ye do whatſoever I command 
you, Joh. 15. 14. If ye keep my Command- 
ments, ye ſhall abide in my Love, V. 10. , 
Except your Righteonſneſs exceed the Righ- 
a} 6f the Seribes and Phariſees, ye. 
ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Mat. 5. 20. At. 5. 47. What 
ao you more than others? He purifieth to 
bunſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good 
works, Tit. 2.14. Lot differed from $S0- 
. dom, and Noah differed from all the 
' old World. The wile differ from the 
fooliſh, and the righteous from the wic- 
ked ; or elſe there would not be here- 
after ſo great a difference as of Heaven 
and 


| 
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and Hell. What is a Phyſician good for, 
if he make not his Patients to differ from 
the ſick ? And what came Ohriſt to 
do, or how ts he a Saviour, .if he make 
not his Diſciples differ from the ungod- 
ly World? Even a Philoſopher would 
not fet up a School, but to make his 
Scholars to. differ from the unlearned. 
3. Is it for ſo much Preaching and 
Hearing, that you accuſe Men ? It is 
poſſible indeed to do a Duty unſeaſona- 
bly, and to over-do in one thing, when 
it cauſeth the Omiſſion of other Duties. 
But certainly Chriſt that ſo {triftly com- 
mandeth his Miniſters to Preach, and 
as they love him, to feed his F lock., will 
juſtific them for ſa doing. Ho » ſhall they 
believe without a Preacher ? and how ſhall 
they [3 CAC umnl efs f rbey ArE ſent e Rom. IO, 
And ne thet 1ald, He that hearcth you, 
hearet? ml, £114 that h iZLC jaitifeth Ma- 
rVs LUTRES Wl Jait! fe all orher's In 
the like cle : For he hath bid as ( Cy 
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Prov. 22. 34 4+ Hear Infirution, and be 
wiſe, and hee it not. Bleſſed is the man 
that hearcth me, watching daily at my Gates, 
waiting at the Poſts of my Doors. For who- 
ſo findeth me findeth Life, and ſhall obt ae 
favour of the Lord; Prov. 8. 33, 344, 


353. 36. | | : | 
4. Is it for much Praying that you 
accuſe Men ? Why Chriſt bid his Dif- 
ciples Pray alwayes, and not faint, Luk. 
18. 1, 2. And, Fray continually, 1 Thel. 
$22: - a 
5. Is it for ſo much a-do in their 
Families, in the Religious Education of 
their Children, and reading the Scrip- 
tures, that you accuſe men ? Why it 
is God that hath ſaid, Dew. 6.7, 8, 9, 
10. and Deur. 17T. 18, 19, 20. Theſe 
Words which I command thee this aay, 
ſhall be in thy Heart, and thou ſhalt teach 
them ailioenly to thy Children, and ſhalt 
talk, of them when thou fareſt in thy Houſe, 
and when thou mwalkeſt by the. way, - and 
when thou lyes} down, and when thou riſeſt 
4p, &c. An Angel was ſent from Heaven 
unto Cornelius when he was faiting and 
praying in his Houſe, to ſiznifc Gows ac- 
ceptance, and tell him further iow to be 
Javed. Daniel would raiher be cait to 
Lyans, 
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Lyons, than. forbeax Praying in his 
Houſe for certain dayes, when the King 


and Laws forbad him: © You” may eafi- 


ſy know then. which lide Chrilt will 


take. 
6. Is it for ſcrupling things which other s 


'ſeruple not, and tang that for ſm, which - 


others ſay is none, and fo mot doing as 
others do, that you accaſe Men ? 

Bees © & they miſtake, - and think- that to be 
Sin which 1s not; Chriſt will, juſtifie 
their Cefire to pleaſe him, and their 
fear of ſinning, but he will not. juſt1- 
fie their miſtake. But if it be $5 indeed, 


whatever Men call ir, he will juſtifie aur. 


avoiding and a! bhorring i it. He that dy- 
ed for Sin, would not have us love it, 
nor run into the conſuming fre from 
which he dame to fave us : It i a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God, The Accuſer may call it Folly, 
and preciſe Scruprlofity; But God faith 
to Man; Behold, the fear of the Lord, 
that is w Iſdom, and td aepart from evil 
is mmderfitndins, Job 28. 28. If we fin 
with others, we muſt fnffer with them. 
7. But perhaps it 1s for not keeping 
their Faith and Religion to themſelves, 
but making ſo much a-do to propa- 


gate. 
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5 | gate them, that you accuſe Men. 

; Indeed Pau/, ſpeaking of the know- 
- | ledge and belief of the Lawfulneſs of law- 
ful unneceſſary things, ſaith, Haſt thou 
Faith > hae it to thy ſelf before God ; 
Rom. 14.21. That is, .enjoy thy own | 
Knowledge and Liberty, but ule it not- 
ſo as to tempt and ruine others. But 
ſurely it is Chriſt that hath ſaid 3 Ye 
are the Liohts of -the World, «hat mult 
not be put under a- Buſhel, Mat. 5. And, 
He that gathereth nor wth us, ſcattereth © 
abroad, Mat. 12. 30. And, Whoever ſhall 
confeſs me before men, him will I confeſs 
bf my Father, &c. Mat. 10..32. And, 
With the Fleart Man believeth unto Righ- 
teonſneſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion 
is made unto Salvation, Rom. 10. 19. We 
mult love our Neighbours as our ſelves, 
and. therefore detire and ſeek their Sal- 
vation : He that ſeeth his Brother have 
need, { for his Body) and ſhutteth up the 

Bowels of his Compaſſion from him, how 
dwcllerh the Love of God in him 2? much 

leſs if he have no pity for Souls. While 
we have opportunity, we muſt do good- 
to all men, Gal. 6. 10. The ſlothful Ser- 

vant that hid his Falent, is condemned- 
to utter darkneſs, ar. 25. What do: 

Wwe: 
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we in the World but to receive good, 
and do good ? And how little Goodneſs 
is-in that whict tenderh. _ NE, Men's 
Salyation ? What arc we made, redecm- 
ed,/and Þ preſcry=d for, but td ierve God, 
and ſeek the good of our elves and 
others ! You accuts not men for giving 
Money io the- poor and needy z and Is 
not Holineſs. mach better ? If 4oney be 
better than Grace, not only Simon Ma- 
gHs Was excuſable, but Ceſar might be 
a greater Bencfa&or than Chriſt. Do 
you believe a Heaven, and do you ac- 
cuſe men for ſecking to help men to at- 
tain it. Unthankful miſerable Sinners, 
that accuſe men for endeavouring to 
. fave them from Sin and endleſs Miery ! 
were' they drowning, they would not 
accuſe men for labouring to ſave their 
Lives. None bat mad-men ſtrive againſt 
thoſe that would heal or help them : But 
It is 'here no wonder, when the Saviour - 
of the World was as madly and unthank- 
fully uſed by ſuch Sianers: How can 
we expect that he will accept our help, 
who deſpiſeth or refnſeth Gods ? 

8. But perhaps It 1s their Zeal and 
Earneſtneſs in Religion that you accuſe ; 


and P__ that they ſhould be, as _ 
call 
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call it, more moderate ; that is. indif- _ 
ferent and cold. A 

Indeed imprudent paſſionate Raſhneſs, 
and erroneous Zeal, and feQtious Vio- 
lence, which is. more for Self-Intereſt 
and Self-Conceit, -than for the Truth 
and Cauſe of Chrift, is a thing which 
he will never juſtifie : If Fames and Fohr 
have ſuch a feaveriſh Zeal, he will tell 
them, You know nor what mannes of Spt- 
rit ye are of: Where an. envious, ſtri- 
ving, maſterly Zeal is, he tells them It 
is not from” above, 'but the wiſdom 
which it pretendeth to is earthly, ſen- 
ſual and deviliſh,. tending to Confuſion - 
and every evil work. Chriſt is no Pa- 
tron of Popiſh, Tyrannical, Perſecuting, 
Deſtroying, Hurtfol Zeal; but ſure- 
ly he will juſtifie the Zeal _ of Love, 
and of good Works: Not zealous 
flandering, railing , and falſe cen- 
ſuring ; but zealous Preaching, Pray- 
ing, and Prailing God, and a. zeal- 
ous Diligence in all that he command- 
eth, and a zealous care to mortifie 
fleſhly Luſts, and avoid Sin, and elcape 
Damnation, and to glorifie God. It is 
a baſe Contempt, and diſhonouring of 


God, and Chriſt, and Holineſs, and Hea- 
ven, 
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ven; t6 think or ſpeak- of them, or 
ſeek them, with a cold indifferency, 
as if they were but common needleſs 
things ! 

How eagerly do worldlings ſeek the 
world, and proud men ſtrive to climbin- 


to ſome Honour, before they fall into the 


Grave and Hell ! How violently do many 
earthly Rulers ſtrive to enlarge their 
Dominrons and have their Wills, though 
by the ruine of Conntreys, and the blood 
of many thonſand Innocents ! How 
hot are all theſe worldly men, (even 
Popes and Prelates, that ſay they be- 
lieve a better World ) againſt all how 
wiſe and holy ſoever, that are againſt 
their worldly Intereſt ! How fervently 
did they cry againit Chriſt himſelf, 
Anay with him, Cructfie him! How fa- 
rioully aid they gnaſh their Tecth at Ste- 
phen, and ſtone him! and cryed out a- 
gatinſt Paul, Amway with" ſucn a fellow 
from the Earth. it 1s not fit that be 
ſhould live! The Devil js earneſt to de- 
{troy us: The zeal of Infidels, Papitts 
and Church-Tyrants is burning hot , 
and no reaſon, no worth or innocen- 
cy . of the jaſt, will ſerve to quench 


x. And is i only Gods ſervice and onr 


Salva- 


\ 


Mw 
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be thruſt behind the door, or done as 
if we did 1t not? Is it Heaven and 


Hell that* muſt be jeſted with?! and 


Souls that mult be 'ventured 'for'a lit- 


tle wealth or luſt, or our endleſs'hope 
calt away for roching? 1dols that have 


eyes and {te not, delerve no better ſer- | 


vice than the Hypocrites imagery. and 


itage Religion:, Bat do you think the _ | 


God of Love and Glory can be loved, 
honoured or obeyed' too much ? None 
bat the Atheiſtical fool can think” fo! 


How .quickly, how ceftainly will [you - 
_ all wiſh, that God and your Salvati- 


on had becn loved arid ſought with * 
all your Hearts, and Strength, and 
Time, and that he'that is All had had 
your 'All, and that you had' been' as 
Holy as the holyeſt of Men? O Hypo- 
crites, that daily pray that Gods Name 
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Salvation, that muſt be coldly mana-- 
ged and ſought? Is it only that-which - 
weare born for, and live for, that muſt | 


may "ig hallowed,” his K ngdom come, _ , 


bis will done on Earth as it is done 
Heaven ;, and. yet accuſe thoſe as dots 
00 much, that alas fall far 'ſhort of 
the loweſt of all the heavenly inhabi- 
tants!. 


9. But 


1 
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F - , 9. But porbye #4 are accuſed for 


as Princes have ? And muſt we change 


 Countrey? Muſt a man be a Heather 
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God, which we muſt ourſelves diſcern, 


not ſerving God juſt as men command 
them, and not being of the Religion of 
thoſe that are uppermoſt. 

This hath indeed been the common 
accuſation. But ' 1. God is uppermoſt, 
and will be: Therefore they are re- 
ſolved to be as near as they can- of 
his mind that is uppermoſt, and will 
Prevail. 

2. Chriſt went againſt the Rulers 
of his time: and commanded his Apo- 
{tles ſo to do, and fo did they, and 
{o did the Church for three hundred 
years, and in much of the World ever 


ſince. 
3. Muſt we have as many Religions 


our Religion as oft as we change our 


under Heathens, and a Aahometan un- 
der Turks and Perſrans? and a Papi/t 
under Paptſts, and a Soctzian under So- 
cinians? and fo on. If not, how ſhali 
we know which Princes Religion it 
is that we muſt be of, and which we 
muſt refuſe, but by the Word of 


(uſing the beſt helps of Teachers that 
Wc 
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we can get?) We thank God that we 
have Rulers that fo far own Truth 
and Righteouſneſs as they do; but even 
the Apoſtle, ſaith, They were not Lords, 
| 2or had Dominion over their Fatth, but 
were their Helpers, 2 Cor. 1. 24. 1 Pet. 
5. 2,3. AS. Stewards of the myſteries of 

God. OED 
4. Why do you honour the artyrs 
and keep Holy-daies in remembrance 0 
their ſufferings, who dyed rather than 
they would obey man againit God, if you 
think we muſt alwaies be of the Rulers 
Religion? Did the three Witneſles ſo? 
Darn. 3. or Daniel himſelf? c.6. The com- 
mon caſe is much like Damntels, Dan. 6. 
5- LWe ſhall not find any occaſion again$t 
this Damel, cxcept we find it avatn$t him 
concerning the Law. of bis God ]; Which 
they did, for Praying when the Law 
forbad him. They could find no fault 
with Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, but for 
not obſervin; their Traditions, and 
for worſhipping God contrary to the 
Law, and doins contrary to the decyees 
of Ceſar, Act. 18.-13. & 17. 5. Mat. 
i5. Geds Law 1s perfe#:- Mens are not 
io: Though we cannot our ſelves at- 
tain perfettion In underſtanding or pra- - 
Ctice 
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Etice, yet we will chooſe and ſet before 
us a perfett Rule, even the perfett Law 
of the perfect Ruler of the World. 
If we aſt be all of the Princes 'or 
States Religion, where one Conntrey 
hath the true Religion,- mariy will have 
a' falſe one: And when we are right 
in one point, we may be wrong in ano- 

ther, our Copy. being {0. 

* '. 10. But periaps it is Errour, Sin, Se- 
dition, Setts, Schiſm, ©Scandal, that you 
accuſe Men of : If that be it, if you do 
1t truly, and do not ſlander them ; 
certainly Chriſt will not FRI them 
In os 

. If you accuſe them fally, he will 
-aſtifie them. 

2. If they have ſinned, and truly 
believe, and repent, and amend, he will 
pardon them through his meritorious 
Righteouſneſs and Sacrifice, . and will 
make them and prononnce them juit. 

3. And he will juſtifie in them all that 
'is his own and good, notwithitanding 
their pardonable Infirmities, and will 
not make their faults greater than they 
are, but will ſee the wifinzncſs of the 
Spirit when the Fleſh 1s weak, If malig- 
' nant Men will ſee the Mote of a Cere- 
monious 
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 [monious Errour or frailty in their Brothers 
eye, and call ita Beam, becauſe a Beam is 
Jin their own; Chriſt will not joyn with 
them in their Malignity and -Injuſtice, 
but will bjd him caſt the firſt Stone 
that is without Sin; Foh. 8. 7. | 

4. And yet he will not juſtifie the 
leaſt ſinful Thought, or Word, or 
Deed , nor the leaſt faulty imperfection 
in their Faith, Love or Obedience : For 
no man hateth any of theſe ſo much 
as Chriſt doth, in whomſoever they 
are found. Do you cry out againſt 
Errour , Secdition , Rebellion , Diſobedi- 
ence, Schiſm, Diviſions ? So doth Chriſt, 
and fo do all his true Diſciples: We 
all agree with you in this. But if the 
Queſtion be either, Who they are that 
are herein guilty? or, In whom any Sin us 
reignins, wilful and unpardoned ? here ſee 
that you go not beyond proof : For 
Chriſt will not own the Condemners of 
the Juſt, nor confirm any mans un-_ 
righteous and malicious Cenſure. 


——— A Lene 3 a6 youu 
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2. And as I 2dviſe you before you 
accuſe any, to know whether Chriſt 
F | be 
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be of. your: mind, and will be againſt 
them, or will take: their parts; fo. 
-next I adviſe you, as: you. love your 
ſelves, to; think well how great a Sin 
malignant and falſe. accuſing is. 

. It: ſheweth much. of the Devil. in 

your Hearts, whether you ſce it or not, 
It Is No better ; He 1is-malicious, a Mur- 
- derer, a Lyar, and the :Accuſer. of the 
Juſt, and Slanderers are called by his 
Name, Nao as, aforeſaid. 
_ 2. If it be for Chriſt's Cauſe, for 
Truth or Righteouſneſs, or done 1n Ma- 
lice, againſt Gedlineſs or Faith, Chriſt 
taketh. it' ail as done. againlt himſelf, 
Mat. 25: For.it.is not only againſt his 
Servants, but alſo for their obeying and 
{ſerving him : It. is he that. command- 
ed M——_ as is aforeſaid. 

. You. fet your ſelf againſt the Office 
alſo of Chriſt.; He is the Advocate of 
his: Servants,. He- hath undertaken their 
Defence, and do you think to over- 
come him ? it is he that juſfifieth us, 
( for all that Faith, and Zeal, and Ho- 
lineſs, for which we are accuſed and 
perſecuted by the: world ) and who 
then ſhall condemn. us? It is he that 


is for us, who then 13 he that will be 
againſt 
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o- fagainſt us? ſhall we. not. be. more than, 
-. [Conquerors through him, whoſe power 
hath conquered for us, and whoſe vi-. 
Qorious Loye will not” forſake us ? 
Rom. 8. 34, &c. Remember in what a 
manner he ſaid, AF. g. Saul, Saul, why 
per ſecuteſt thou" me ? it. 1s hard for thee to 
kick againſt the Pricks : And to him that 
offendeth one of thole little deſpiſed” 
ones that believe in him, that it were 
better for him'that a milſtone were 
hanged - about his, neck, and he were ' 


caſt into the; Sea. | 
And-it is not only to the groſs -Per- 
ſkcuting. Accuſers of the juſt that I give 
| this Advice,-but I beſeech you all to- 
take heed of. any raſh Accuſmg of the. 
Fuſt; for the wrong 1s moſt to God 
himſelf, and the hurt to you, and Chrift 
BE will be againſt you. | | 29. 
1. Some . there are, that. when they-. 
have by Ignorance, or a ſtretching Con-. 
ſcience, for worldly intereſt conſented” 
to ſome ſinful practices, are led by that. 
ſame unhappy intereſt, to - juftifie firſt 
what they : do themſelves, and then. 
to accuſe all thoſe as Erroneous, Pre- 
ciſe, or Schiſmatical, that are. againſt 
their choice and practice.:: Moſt 'men 
F 2 that 
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that live in fin for intereſt, do think 
that they muſt be ſecured from the 
accuſations of Conſcience, and the dif- 
grace of ſinning, by juſtifying their fin, 
and accuſing thoſe as the dinners that 
are againſt .it, and dare not.fin as much 
as they ; but how ſad a defence will 
this prove at. laſt, which ſo much add- 

cth to their Crime ! 
2. There are ſome on 'the contrary, 
that in ignorance having taken a Duty 
or a lawful Prattice for a Sin, ( as Bap- 
tizing Infants, Singing David's Pſalms, 
Praying conſtantly in Families, Obſery- 
ing the Lords day, Praying oft in the 
ſame words, Communicating with ſome 
faulty Churches, or ſuch as theſe men 
condemn, and ſuch like ) they hereup- 
on become the raſh and falſe accuſers 
of thoſe that be .not as erroneous as 
themſelves; thus did the Phari/ces by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; thus did the 
Jewiſh Teachers, A#. 15. that faid, 
Except ye be Circuniciſed and keep the Law 
of Mer ye cannot be ſaved : Thus did 
the Jewiſh Chriſtians againſt Perer, AC. 
I1.23. They contended with him, ſaying, 
Thou wenteſt in to men uncircumciſed, and 
didſt cat with them : And after his mi- 
racu- | 
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raculous- Convittion by this. cenfori- 
- | ouſneſs, they. drew him to' that Separa- 
tion which Paul doth blame higg; for, 
Gal. 2.12, b3, 14. and Barnabas and 0- 
thers diſſembled with him, for fear of 
the cenſures of #heſe erroneous men ; 
for it is not the leaſt miſchievous effect 
of theſe falſe Accuſations and Cenſures, 
that they frighten many weak Chriſti- 
ans from duty -and into ſin, while they 
hear that this or thet is no duty, or 1s 
ſome heimnus fin, and have not the un- 
derſtanding to try and judge, they are ' 
carryed away with the name and noiſe ; 
and ſome ſuch as Peter and Barnabas 
walk not uprightly, but ſtep out of 
the way for fear of diſplealing them, 
or being accuſed by them as others are; 
and it is not a little ſhame, guilt and 
{\uffering that this courſe hath brought 
upon the Miniſters themſelves. 

3. And there are ſome that here 
more hainoully offend, Familiſts, Rant- 
ers, Seekers, Quakers, and too many 
more; that while they are guilty them- 
ſelves of lamentable* errours, fear not 
to accuſe almoſt all the Churches of * 
Chriſt on earth, as if they were not 
his Churches at all, and had no true 

F 3 Relt- 
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Religion, Miniſtry, Ordinances, and were 
not to be communicated with. The Pa- 
Piſts,ythat : burn ; men as i Hereticks -for 
the Truth, I think accuſg not fo ma- 
ny of Chriſts. Miniſters and Church- 

"es, nor ſo deeply as ſome of theſe Secs 
do; yea and father this malignity on 
the Spirit of God : .But Chriſt will de- 

 . fend and juſtjfie his Churches againſt 
all theſe falſe Accuſers. 
© litle do either Papiſts or any ©- 
ther 'Seftaries know how +xainous a 
crime Chriſt will take it, to accuſe the 
greateſt part of Chriſtians on earth, as 
- being .Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, or no 
true Churches, or having no true [Re- 
ligion, or part in Chriſt or in his Spt- 
rit ; and for a worldly FaCtion on one 
fide, or a ſick-braincd, ſelf-conceited 
Sect on the other ſide to appropraate 
the title of the Church or Saints to 
themſelves alone, and fay to moſt of 
the Members of Chriſt, You are none of 
bis! If to accuſe fallly ove man when 
his eſtate only is concerned in it, and 
that before a ſingle Judicature, be ſo 
great a Crime as Scripture maketh it, 
-what 1s it apenly: b:fqre Gag, and the 


: World, raſhly or falſly to accuſe whole 
| Churches 


with bitter -ſcorns, -as many of the a- 


Churches Y Corned of Chriſtians, 
yea the faithfulleſt of Chriſts Miniſters, 


foreſaid Sectaries do ;. yea, almolt all- 
the Churck of Chriſt, 'in this and al- 
molt all former apes | For my part,, 
( though ſome cenſure me for it ) I al 
afraid of roo bold Cenſurins even of Paw } 
piſts, or of honeſt Heathens, ſuch as. * 
were Antonine, 'Citero, and fach others: 
that never heard the Goſpel of Chrilt. 
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IT. My next advice 1s to thoſe that 
are thus. accuſed by others, about Relt- - 
g10n, or. of Sin. 

r. Do not preſently. jultific your 
ſelves, becauſe you love not to be 
blamed ; raſh felf-jaſtiftying may : be 
more hurtful to- you; than other. mens 
raſh accuſing you. Errour and {fin is 
not ſo rare a thing, even. among 
g00d men, that it ſhonld be taken for 
hard meaſure 'to be judged erroneaus; 
or ſinners : Who knoweth- his. ſecret ..;x 
faults ? P/2. 19. We muſt daily Pray, * 
Forgive #s our Treſpaſſcs ! Little do malt 
know -how great a number of falſhogds 

F. 4 . arc , 
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- are received into the minds of moſt 
good Chriſtians in the world, yea of 
the beſt, mnch more of the more ig- 
norant ſort ; and therefore we have 
great cauſe to be ſtill cautetouſly ſuſpi- 
cious of our ſelves; and. it is a mer- 
Ty to have notice of our ſins and er- 
rours, from whemſoever, Friends or 
Foes. l 
Trie therefore, leſt it ſhould prove 
an errour or fin that you are accuſed 
of; confeſs it not to be ſuch, becauſe 
another calleth it ſuch ; but yet let him 
know that you are willing of his help 
for your information and Conviction. 
It is ſuppoſed that none of us love 
errour as errour, or fin as fin, or any 
evil as ſach; it is no erzil that is the 
obje&t of a ſinners wi# and choice, but 
a miſplaced good, even a leſſer good ſet 2- 
rainlt or inFead of a greater ; ( as the 
Creature inſtead of the Creator, and 
Corporal inſtead of Spiritual, &c. ) We 
do not /ove and mill malum, ſed male, 
not evil, but evilly : It 1s not the thing 
loved that is evil 3t ſelf, but the aft of 
Loving it, ( or doing it: ) The Fruit 
_ that Adam did eat was not evil, but 
eating It was ; Meat, Drink, ans 
| able 


Spirit. of Gad, this is: an unchriſtian - 
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able - Objefts, Beauty, , Money, Lands, 
Hongurs, are all good, but the inor- 
dinfte Love and Uſe of -them is the 
evIJ. LY =} 
Our nature therefore giveth this ad- 
vantage to our Monitors ; we would all. 
be delivered from er. arevil, and there-- 
fore thankfully accept their help. F 
Humanum eſt errare ;, how little doth: 
that man know himſelf, or what man. 
is, who taketh it for an injury. to be- 
ſuppoſed. to have Errovurs :. But ta de- 
ny ncceſſary ſaving Verities, or to -be un-- 
nilling to [ce our Errors by finding out 
the: Truth, or prozdly to-. defend them, 
becauſe we have once owned them, 
and. to be. raſh and confident propaga- 
tors of ſach errors, and to rage againſt 
wiſer men that are againſt our folly, 
and 1gnorantly to cry. them, down as - 
Iznorant, and to charge all this on the 


and. inhumane fort 'of erring. Try: 
therefore with a due ſuſpicion of. your. - 
ſelves, leſt, your accuſation ſhould be - 
true, and you- be found in the mi-- 
ſtake. Batt en 2 
The ſame: I ſay when-you are accu- - 
led of any Sin: Alas, Sin is not ſo rare 
Fx A.. 
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a thing with any of us, but-(that we 
may: well'fear and try the ceſs, 1ſt 'we- 
ſhould be guilty. 

2. My next Advice: 1s,- The heed et. 
you go about to intereſs Chrill in any of. 
our Sins or Errours, Or left you expett. 
that he ſhould juſtifie chem... It f a great- 
er Sin which many. efring men atc 
guilty of in this kind, than is: com- 
monly perceived. It is "well that men. 
would do that which God owneth if they. 
knew - it ;. but it is dangerous - to. ſay, 
that he owneth what he abborreth : \'T '6-- 
father Falſhood on the God of Truth, 
and -Sin oa the: God of Holineſs, is. a. 
fearful Crime.”. God. that would not eni-. 
dure falſe Fire, Lev.10. or to be wor-- 
ſhipped hike an 1dol, no nor to have ho- 
ly thmgs prephaned, will” much leſs -en- 
dure to be made the Father of Lies and | 
Wickedneſs. . 

t: Conſider, that this is.to- ſor him a- 
S2inſt himſelf who is the- God of Truth 
and' Holineſs.. 

2: This ts to uſe his Name againft 
his Word, which is the Ward-of Truth 
and Holineſs. 

3. This'is to pit him'in' the place 
ol Satan, and to lather on him the De- 

vils 
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vils works, who is 2 Lyar, and che 
ther of it. 

4. This is it which the falſe Prophets 
are ſo heayily threatned for in LS 
cure. . 9G x F; 

5.. This B'to again od's ing- - 
dom, and the _ of Chrilt, and the - 
work of the Spirit in his own Name. mm 

6. This is the direct Breach of the - 
third Commandment, Thou ſhalt n0t take * 
the Name of the Lord thy God is wvaln:.. 
A Lie, and Vanity oft 1ignifte the ſame. 
thing in Scripture. This Sin is of the. 
nature- of, Perjury, which. is appealing - 
to God, as owning and approving. : 
Falſhood ; and do not they ſo that falfly. 
ay, God faith this, and that, and the . 
other thing in the Scripture, and by his 
Spirit in #e, which he. never ſaid, yea, 
which no one: ſo much abborreth as he; 
and will you father on God © that - one 
thing which he hateth ? God: tells you-: 
that he will. not hold him gutltleſs (that 
is, he will notably. condemn and puniſh. 
fuch ) as-.thus prophanely . and -audaci- . 
ouſly. rake his Nume '1n vain. or uſe It. : 
to patromze a Lie. | 

[ am often near trembling, to. hear.- 
ſome _ of our Tremblers, yea and ſome 

others... 
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others, abuſe abundance of plain Texts 
of Scriprure, and expound them with 
palpable falſhood, and deny the Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian F aith, about Chriſts 
Perſon, his Interceſlion, his Coming A- 
gain, his Laws, his Kingdom, his Judg- 
ment;, and pouring out many heathen- 
1th and groſs Errours, and. fathering all 
this with raging Confidence on God 
himſelf, and. ſaying, I am ſure this is 
frue ;, the Spirit infallibly tells me ſo; God 
ſpeakerh it m me; I. no more doubt of. bes, 
than whether I live ; He that doubteth ts, 
danned; the light within we afſureth me. 
that this is true, and the meanins of the, 
Scripture. © patient God! O linful. 
Man-! O. ſubtle Serpent + O dark un-. 
happy World !. 

 O pitiful Profeſſors of Faith, that: 
will. be changed or ſhaken by ſuch hai- 
nous Sin, as if they heard -an Oracle 
of God. Oar God is Love, and yet he is a 
Conſuming Fire : Take heed what you ſay 
of him, and what you father on him: 
If Pride, Blindneſs and Deceit-do car- 
ry you -to blaſpheme him, your Con- 
fidence will not make Chriſt juſtifie 


It. ; 
3. But: 
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however you are ſlandered, againſt all. 

As, if your Sins were few and ſmall, 
there would be leſs uſe-of a Saviour: 
to forgive them;. ſo, if yaur Slanders. 
by. malignant Lyars be few- and ſmall, 
you will have the lefs uſe for Chriſt to: 
juſtifie you. If it be, All. men that 
revile you, and: perſecute. you, and ſhall. 
ſay all manner of evil. againſt you falſly: 
(or lyng) for Chriſt's ſckhe, Bleſſed 
are, ye, faith Chriſt, Mar. 5, 11. And 
if you believe him,. you: may rneoyce and: 
be exceeding glad, for great is your Reward: 
in. Heaven; and fo perſecuted they the. Pro. 
phers before. you. How many things are: - 
here to be obiervecd ? It is ſuppoſed to. 
be Lycs that -are reported of you ; and. 
this not of one. ſort only, but all man- 

, wer_of Ezil;, as 1t. you were impious 
againſt God, uncheritable and unjuſt. 

| towards men, Hereticks againſt Truth, 
Xhiſmaticks againſt Unity, _— —_ 
14s. 
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difobedient againſt Authority, and- al 
the reſt : :And of all theſe have the Juſt 
been ordinarily accuſed ; and this is-not 
by ſame one exaſperated Perſon in a 
Corner, whom--few believe, |þut by «ll 
men, that. 1s the common voice of de- 
laded- Adverſaries; and” it 4s not only 
belyingy bat revittag, yea and perſecuting ;, 
yet mult: you not .only be patient, but 
joyful and exceeding . glad, becauſe it is 
for Chriſt, and he will juſtifie you, and 
give you agreat Reward in Heaven. Here 
is 2 noble work for Faith, ' to learn 
and . praCtiſe this Leſſon of Croſs-bear- . 
ing, Hope and Joy. ' The. Jadge is at- 
the Door, who ſeeth us, and all our Caſe, 
and is more concerned in it than we are: - 
Be not too haſty for a full Vindication ! 
Cannot you ſtay till the Aſſizes ? Were it 
net that Slanderers hurt others and them-. 
ſelves, how ſmall -a matter were their 
thoughts and words to you ? Will a ma- 
lignant thought of a dying worm de- 
ject. you from anp real Honour 'or Fe- . 
licity ?.- Is it .in the power of a lying 
Tongue, or of many, how high, or.how 
credible ſoever eſteemed, to deprive you 
of your Innocency, - or the approbati- 


on of God, or your Adoption, or Chriſts. . 
Ju- - 
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Joftificarion, or your everlaſting Glo-. 
ry and Reward ? Do you truſt Chritt - 
for' your Souls, and cannot you truſt. 
him with your Names ? Is God your. 
God; andis. not his Approbation enouph - 
for you ? Is' Man nothing to you, who 
is poſting to Dult. and - Judgment; and. 
yet cannot you bear his lying words or. 
thoughts? How will you bear the Croſs _ 
of Martyrdom, which is todie for well- 
doing, under the 'reputation of Malefa- 
@ors, if' you cannot hear falſe words or . 
thoughts? If you ſay, Jr #s the Truth 
that 1s difhonoxred through my Diſhonour: 
1 rap 

. God is ſufficient to - vindicate - his . 
Truth : Every flanderovs ' mouth: ſhall . 
ſoon be ſtopped. and God will be- pro- 
ved true, and all men Lyars; Rom. 3. 
' 2. 'And he hath promiſed to brine 
forth your Righreouſnef» fs as the 14oht., your 
Names fhall riſe as the Morning-Sun, . 
when.the moſt malignant Darkneſs feem- 
ed to bury them. Chriſt 1s not in Hea, 
ven repnted 2 BlsFphemer,, nor a” Re- 
bel againſt Ceſar ; nor is 'P2ul there ta- 
ken for .a' pettilent Fellow, or a mover 
of Seditic2 among the people; nor the 
Croſs of Chriſt for Fooliſhnefs or a Stum-. 

bling- 
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bling-block, nor are true Chriſtians 
there reproached, or excommunicated 
as Hereticks or Evil-doers. Of how 
ſmall regard is the Judgment of Man 


to. him that fully truſteth 'to. Chriſt's 


Juſtification ! which. you' may be ſure 


of, ſo far as the Scriptures truly. under-_ 


ſtood do Jjuirifie you. . 


——_— 


__ _—_ Mew 


Wm. My next Counſel is, 1 Is, to thoſe that 
are unreſolved which Cauſe. or ide 1s 
right, and to be choſen, whileſt molt men 
are Accuſers of each other : One talk- 
eth againſt this thing, and another a- 


gainſt thar, one againſt this Doctrine, 


and radtice, and another againlt that, 
and io many Parties. accuſe all the reſt, 
that it diltraCteth ignorant Perſons. 


Either the. things which. they differ 


about are ſuch as Chrilt hath told us his 
mind of 1n the Scripture, or not ; it not, 


then picy. and bear with the Contenders. 
on both ſides ;. interpoſe not your Judg-. 


ment raſhly. "but. let every one enjoy. 
his- own : .Paul and Barnabas, as well as 
Aartha aud Mary, may. differ about 
Perſons and Circumſtances of Duty : 

But if Chriſt have already decided the 
Caſe, let that determine: you; What, 
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need. 
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need you more ? Is the Controverſie 
whether God or Man ſhould be firſt 
obeyed ? whether Heaven or Earth, 
Chriſt or the Pleaſures of Sin ſhould 
be preferreU ? whether we ſhould live 
after the Fleſh, or the*Spirit? In all 
ſuch caſes it , is_caſte to' know what 
Chriſt doth judge. I hope you do not 
thick that te will take Tjart with 
the ſenſual, or the covetous, or the 
malignant Enemies of a godly Life; 
nor that he will turn to the Oppreſ- 
ſors or Perſecutors of the Juſt; nor 
that he will renounce his own Word, 
becauſe any men, how great or Reve- 
rend ſoever, miſapply it, or contra- 
dict it ; nor that he will call Drunken- * 
neſs, Gluttony, Worldlineſs, Idlenefs, 
FilthineL or Pride, by gentle, extenu- 
:ting, deceitful Names, though the - 
gullity and impenitent do fo. 

Some would perſwade you that Chriſt 
and his Spirit could not ſpeak ſo much 
ſenſe as to, become intelligible : And 
though every Friend can intelligibly 
write you his mind, yet Chriſt could: 
| not, or would not; and that you may: 
underſtand Poets and Orators, Yire, 
Horace, Cicero, Seneca ;, and PRONTO, 

aW-. 
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Lawyers, Phyſicians, Hiſtorians, yea 
1 the voluminous - Statutes .of Lawgiv- 
| ers, and Canons of the: Church ; but 
|| the Holy Scriptures you cannot under- 
ſtand : Bat it is not reproaching Chriſt 
that 1s the way, to have him jaſtifie your 
Cauſe or you. Though ambiguity of 
_ words make Scripture, as all other 
i Writings, ſo far difficult as to need 
- Tome Skill in thoſe words to him-that 
w1ll underſtand them ; and though a car- 
nal blinded mind cannot ( favingly in. 
| 


love and lively fenſe) receive the ſpi- 
ritnal things of God, yet men ſhall 
ſhortly be convinced, that the Tight of 
the World was not inviſible, though the 
Dirkaeſs comprehend it not, and that the 
Wiſdom-of God hath Tpoken intelli- 
gibly,, andin ail neceſſary things you may 
certainly know which part Chriſt ta-. 
keth. 

But alas, Chriſt is unſeen, and there- 
fore little regarded by multitudes who - 
cuſtomarily honour - his Name. As a- 
mong the 7745, we blame not him that 
rather asketh - what. the Emperour or 
Baſhaw commandeth, than what aho- 
met commandeth ; ſo theſe that hondur 
Chriſt but as the Turks honour My 

@ 
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do far more regard which ſide their 
Landlord takes, or which fide ſuch a 
Lord, or Biſhop, or \Prince 18 for, than 
which part Chriſt .is for. O Sirs ! 
You .would all fain have Chriſt to be 
[4 | your Advocate at laſt: As ever you 
. | would have him be for you thep, 
3 | Þe now for that which he is for, 
= _ hath foretold you he wall juſti- 
e 


O that you were all but truly ling 
2 to know what it is that Chriſt 1s 
for, ( whether for a holy, or a world-. 
ly or fleſhly Mind and- Life); and. 
that you were but reſolved to be for- 
that which.Ghriſt is for. - as far as by 
diligent ſearch you can know it, :I- 
ſould hope then that he would not 
leave you to damnable miſtake, but 
help you to underſtand his will for 


your Salvation. . 
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Uſe. And here you may ſee, that it. 
is falſe Doctrine which ſome- men con- 
fidently preach, that There 1s no. ſuch . 
thing as Chriſts juſrifying his People a- 
painſt falſe accuſations , AS when we - 


tell. 
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tell them, that againſt the accuſation 
of being finally Impenitent, Unbehevers, | 
Unconverted, Unholy, they muſt be ju- 
ſtified by their own perſonal Repertance, 
Faith, Converſion and Holmeſs, or not 
at a'l; they have no ſhift againſt the 
plain Truth, but to tell us, that we 
ave need of no ſuch Fuſtification : The 
Devil will have fomethins elſe to do, than 
falſly to accuſe us. But on th: con- 
trery, 

1. Is not the Devil the Arccuſer of 
the Brethren? and is he not the Father 


of lies. Is not his Name Diabo!us, a 


falſe accuſer? 
2. Doth he not ſet the wicked on 
his work in this Life, falſly to accuſe 


the faithful, and their Faith and Du- 


ty, that it may reflect on God him- 
felf? Yea, through the remnant of 1g- 
norance and Sin, Chriits Servants too 
oft falſly accuſe one another, as un- 
found, Erroneous, Heretical, &e. ' Yea. 
darkneſs cauſeth good mens Conſcien- 
ces too often falſly to accuſe. them- 
ſelves. And is it not Chriſts Office to 
be the adwocare of the juſt ? and in ju- 
ſtifying them to juſtifie himſelf, and his 


Cauſe and Truth; Rom. 3. 4, 26. And 
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is it not much of the work of that 
glorious day, tobring all hidden things 
to light, and to jaſtifie his cauſe, and 
- [Servants againſt all the. falſe accuſati- 
ons that ever were brought againſt 
them? and*-thus to ſhame 211 falihood 
* {and unrighteonſneſs, and to judge the 
| World in trath? . | 
| 3. Woes it not a falſe accuſation that 
Satan brought againſt Fob? and did not 
God very ſolemnly juſtifie him againſt 
it? Is not Satans Kingdom upheld in 
the World, by making men in all Na- 
tions believe, that Beltevers are decei- 
ved, faiſe Believers, and that Chriſts Ser- 
vants are wicked, Hypocrites, the- 
Plagues and Troublers of the Earth ? 
And ' is* there not a day to juſtifie 
them againſt all this? | 
4. If we are not juſtified againſt - 
falſe accuſation, we are juſtified a- 
gainſt noze at all: For Chriſt-will not 
juſtifie us againſt the Truth. Ir'is Ju- 
ſtification by Plea and Sentence that: 
we are now ſpeaking of : Jaſtihcation 
ſometime ſignifieth makins us juſt, and 
lometime Fudoig and maintainins us: 
to be juſt. The firſt doth make an' 
anriohteous and wncodly man juſt, by . 
CON- 
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converting him, and giving. him Re- 


pentance. roward: God, 
wards . 
pardoning. his Sins, 


our. Lord. Jeſus Chriſt , 


and: Faith to- 


and 


and. fiving. him 


right. to the Heavenly. - Inaeritance : 
This 1s our firſt Conttitutive Juſtifica- 


tion. 


But when God hath- thus : made 


as juſt by the merits of Chriſts Righ- 


teouſneſs, 


1. He virtually by the. Law pF, Grace 
doth. pronounce us juſt, and this againſt 
the curſe of the condemning Law of 
 Innocency. | 
2. And, in Fudgment- Chriſt as* Our 
Advocate will mumtaly vs juſt. 
' 3. And- Chriſt our SFudne, Will judaer- 
us juſt, againſt all that can be brought; 


againſt us: 
ſuch as never ſiuncd-; 


But how far juſt? Not 
nor . ſuch as by 


zmputation of his Riphteouſnefs are by 


God accounted never to have 


ſraacd : . not 


ſuch as rzever deferved death; But ſuch 
as are not to be condemned to pain of 


ſenſe or loſs, but have: right to the fr 


'4 eE 


gift of Life Eternal, becauſe Chrift for 
them ſatisfied Tuſtice, and fulfilled all Righ- 
reouſneſs, and merited all this for them, 
even Forgiveneſs, Grace and Glory, and.. 
they being penttent Believers have part 
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in bim, and ſincerely obeyed him to rhe 


I Death. 


And if it were. never. ſo -true, ; that 
no attual falſe accuſation would be. ur- 
ged againft believers, yet is It true 
that we ſhall be juſtified againſt even 
a virtual and poſſible accuſation: And 
where there. is not /o much as ths, there 
needeth no Fuſrification by Plea, by Wit- 
neſs, or by Sentence: 


And if-we are accuſed to have been | 


Sinners, it is not to be denyed; If it 
be ſaid that our Sin deſerved death, 
it. muſt be granted: But if it be ſaid, 


1. That we were finally. impenitent 


unbelievers. 
_ 2. Or have no part in Chriſt. 

3. Or had no pardon of Sin. 

4- Or had no right to Life Eter- 
nal. 

. And therefore are to be condemn; 
ed; All this being falfe, Chriſt will ju- 
ſtifie us againſt it; and againſt all o- 
ther falſe accuſation of Men. or De- 
V1s. 


Dot. Laſt. Chriſt doth. not only plead 
his orn Righteouſneſs for Mary's Fuſtifica- 
tion, but juitifie ker choice of the better 

| part 1 
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part, and decree that it ſhall not be taken 


from ber. 


IT. Indeed all the good that we have 
is his own as the giver, thongh ſome 
be alſo ors as the afors and poſſeſſonrs - 
And Chriſt will juſtifie all that is of 
himſelf : Nothing but good cometh 
from Infuuite- good, or him that came 
to deitroy the works of the Devil. 
They that accuſe our Grace 'or Duty, 
accuſe Chriſt, his Spirit and his Law : 
And will he not jultifie himſelf? ( But 
of this before. ) 

Il. He that-praz/eth his Servants Ho- 
lineſs and Duty, and will praiſe them 
in Judgment, doth ſo far juſtifie them. 
Mat.25 Well done, good and faithful Servant ! 
Yea, he that calleth Eternal Glory, their 
Reward, and the Crown of Righteouſneſs 
given by God the righteous Judge, to, ſuch 
as have fought a good fight, and fimſhcd 


their courſe, and love the appearmg of 


Chri#t ; and he that is the Author of 
Eternal Salvation to all them that 0- 
bey him, and will judge all men ' ac- 


cording to their works, and pronoun- 


ceth them Bleſſed that do his Com- 


mandments, that they may have right 
| | to 


f 
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: [to the Tree of Life, (2 Tim. 4.8, 9. 
Heb. 5. 9. Rev. 22. 14, © c.) doth ſure- 
ly ſo far juſtifie this perſonal obedience 

> | and righteouſneſs of theirs. 

| Burt he juſtifieth only againſt falſe ac- 

- | cuſations; and not againft the charge 

" | of culpable imperfeftion. And do they 
therefore talk wiſely that ſay, It 1s no 
Righteonſnefs, and no Juſtification, be- 
cauſe it 1s #zperfett? Doth any wiſe man 
pretend to perſonal perfect Righteouſ- 
neſs? And doth not God many hundred 
times in Scripture call that Righteouſneſs 
and equivalent which is imperfe&t? And 
will he juſtifie or ſave any that hath no_ 
ſuch Righteouſneſs? Chriſt was perfect- 
ly righteous for us, to merit the par- 
don and Salvation of Believers, and the 
acceptance of their imperfe& Righte- 
onſneſs; and not to bring any to-Hea- ' 
ven that hath no inherent perſonal 
Righteouſneſs. 6.5 | 

There are ſome that ſeem by their 
arguing to think that ſo much honour 
as we give to our Holineſs and Duty, 
ſo much we take from Chriſt, and to 
praiſe his Saints is to diſhonour him : 
(And yet theſe men love and look for 
praiſe, ) But wiſe men will not believe 


G that 
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that the greatneſs of the Gift is a di. 
honour to. the Giver, or the excellency 
of the Houſe or Work adiſhonour to the 
Builder or Work-man, or the recovered 
Health of the Patient. a diſhonour to the 


Phyſician ; elſe what a diſbonour will ow | 


Salvation be to Chriſt, when we are per- 
fettly holy, without. Spot or wrinckle, 
and have no Sin ! It will be then by the 


Communication of his Holineſs; as Motion, 


Light and Heat is from the Sun ; and ſo 
it is now though, we are imperfeCt : God 
accepteth, praiſeth, and  tantum pro- 
portionably juſtifieth our imperfect Righ- 


teouſneſs for the ſake and merits of his 


that was perfeCt. 

I never met with any of this mind, 
but if one accuſe them of leſs than Inf 
delity, Impenitence, Impiety and Hy- 
pocrtihe, they will ſeek to juſtifie them- 
ſelves: And why will they juſtific 


themſelves in that which God wil 
not juſtifie them in? What Friend of 


Chriſt will not juſtifie the Generation 
of the Juſt, when Malignants call, them 
all deluded Hypocrites ? and I know no 
ſober man but 'expeCteth. that every 
Judge: ſhould juſtifie the wrongfully ac- 
cufed and their Caule. 


Obj. 


Qa 


a 
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» | Qbj. To juſtific a goud Cauſe is nr i 
o Bfifie the Perſon, © 5 
"| Anfw. Untrue. It is not to juſtifie hiny 
all Reſpects, but it 1s to juftifte hins 
zs to that Canſe. 

Obj. This is but before. men, So 
 Arſn. Ggd doth more hate the con. 
demning of the Juſt than any man doth. 

Obj. Thus 1s but as to 4 particular Cauſe, 
and.not an univerſal Fuſtification. Wn 
| -£:/”. And the juſtifying of a Believer 

and peritent obedient Saint by his Faith, - 
, - 
' Jand Repentance,, and Obedience, is but 
(the juſtifying him in that particular ' 
| Cauſe, which is the medium of his part 
Fin Chriſt ; the merit of whoſe Righte- 

ouſneſs and Sacrifice procureth the par« 
don of all his Sins, and his right to the 
free Gift of Life eternally, and fo far 
juſtifyeth him againft the guilt of his 

Sin, andthe Condemnation of the Law, 

He that is not firſt made a penitens 

Believer,. and juſtified againft chargable 

Infidelity, Impenitence and Hypocrilie, 

ſhall never be juſtified by Chriſt's Merits 

and: Sentence againſt the Curſe and Pe- 
nalty of the Law. -: -” 
IL. But Chriſt doth not only juſtific 
Mary. «nd her Choice, but decree that 
G 2 = © 
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ſhall not -be taken from be. For, - 

1, He hath by his'Covenant given the 
beſt and greateſt things, and that for 
ever to every one that will but” thank- 
fully accept and chooſe them. 

2. And what he offereth and promi- 
ſeth he .decreeth. 

. And what he decreeth and promi- 
ſeth he performeth. 

For, who is it that ſhould take it from 
her, or from any Believer ? Or, who ſhall 
4 mage us from the Love of God? 

. Not the Malice of Satan; elſe no 
Believer: ſhould be ſaved. If the Devil 
could deprive us of the Goſpel, or of 
Grace, it ſhould be ſurely done : If he 
could have kept the World from being 
redeemed by Chriſt, it had never been 
redeemed ; if he could keep men uncon- 


vinced, unconverted, and unpardoned, 


he would ſurely do it. 


2. Not any of his malignant Inſtruments, 


for God will not give them power to 

make a godly man ungodly, and the De- 

vil _ no ſuch power to give them. 

| Not the Envy of erroneous Zealots, 

or . OR abl Hypecrates, The Prodig al 

ſhall not be turned out of Doors, becuaſe 

his *etder Brother envicth his Entertain- 
ment, 


| have It. 
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ment. The Envy of the Fews ſhall not 
hinder the Bleſſing of the Gentiles. Re- 
folvedly chooſe the belt, and you, hal 
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V/e 1. O that all men would take 
this ſure and neceſſary direCtion of Chriſt 
for the choice of their Comforts, Hopes 
and; Happineſs ; All men had rather be 


happy. for ever, than. for a little while ; 


and what elſe but Holineſs and Heaven, 
Chriſt, Grace and Glory will be ſuch a 
durable Felicity ? Will you chooſe the 
favour of great men, and hopes of Pre- 
ferment and worldly Honours ; and can 
you ſay, that this ſhall not be taken from 
you ? Will you chooſe Lands and M, 
ney, and the Proſpering of your End: 
yours In growing rich; and can you fay 
that theſe ſhall not be taken from you ? . 
Will you-chooſe Mirth and Sport, and 
fleſhly Luſt, and the plealing o! your Ap- . 
petites and F ancies ; and can you fay that 


| theſe ſhall not be taken from you? Muſt 


not Lite it ſelf. be ſhortly taken from you, 
and therefore all the Pleaſures of this 


Life ? If theſe things be your Choice... E 


G 4: Cyrilt. 
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Chriſt hath already foretold you wha 
you may expect,i Zuk, 12. 19, 20 
Thou Fool, this night ſhall thy Soul be r 

quired of thee, and then whoſe ſhall all the 
things be which thou haſt provided ? So 1s 
that layeth up Treaſure for himfelf, and 1 
mot rich torards God, And, Luk, 16. 254 
Son, remember that thou m thy life time re- 
cetvedſt thy good things, and Lazar 

_ evil things;, but now he is comforted, and 
thou art tormented ? Wherefore then do you 
ſpend money for that which 15 not Bread; and 
your labour for that which ſatisfieth not ? 
Hearken diligently to Chriſt, and eat that 
which 15 good, and let your Soul delight i 


 » ſelf in fatneſs : Incline your Ear, and come 


wnro him ; hear, and your Soul ſhalllyve ;, and 
he will make an everlaſting Covenant of ſure 
mercies with you, Iſa. 55.2, 3+ Labour not 
for the Food which periſheth, but for that 
which endureth ro everlaſting Life, which 
Chriſt-will give you; Foh. 6.27. Lay 
ot wp for your ſelves Treaſures 0n Earth, 
where moth and ruFt doth corrupt, and where 
Thieves break throuch and Fteal; but lay up 
for your ſelves Treaſure m Heaven, where 
neither moth nor ru$t do corrupt, nor Thieves 
break through and Freal; Mat. 6. 19, 20. 
The time = hey therefore weep and "my ; 

Hy. 


20 you did it not ; for the faſhion of this World 


N by and poſſeſs, and uſe Ks World as chongh 


| paſſeth away, 1 Cor.7.29,30, 31. O be not 
as the wicked who have their portion in 


| this life, inothe rreaſure of their Belles, 
I Pal. 17. 14:. For their hopes ſoon periſh as 


ze 
"1 
(4 
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| the Ruſb that groweth but in the mirc, and as 


the Sptder's web, and as the giving up of the 


| Gho#. Flefh will fail you, and the World 


will fail you ; But God will be a never- 
failing Portion to all that do but ſmcerel 

chooſe him ; Plal. 73.25.26. If you gr 
here, you ſhall thirſt again, and if you 
eat here, you ſhall hunger again ;, but if 
Chriſt and his Spirit be your meat and: 
drink, you ſhall hunger and thirft no more 
for ever. Bleſſed are 7 that hunger and. 
Fae after R1 incu + for the -y ſhall be 
ſatisfied. O do- not proj phanely 21 {ſuch 
a Bi k-right for a RN you ſhall have 
no better than you chooſe ; ſhew not your 
ſelyes unworthy of eternal life, by pre- 
ferring known vanity before it. If you 
loſt Heaven becauſe you could not have 


| it, and would have a Chriſt and Holineſs, 


but could not, your Caſe would not be 
all ſo bad, as to be the wilful refuſers of 
your Qwn Salvation, and. loſe it becauſe 
You We not have it. Do not ſay, We 
G 4. would. 
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would be ſaved, if you would not be ſaved 
from your Sin, and have that Holineſs 
and Communion with God which is your 
Salvation; and do not fay, we would 
have God and Chriſt, and Holineſs, if. 
the Pleaſures of Sin ſeem better to you, 
and you chooſe it firſt : You may as well 
lay plainly, We will have no God, no 
Chriſt, no Heaven, as ſay, Wehadrather 
have the Pleaſures of Sin ;, and you may as 
well /ay /o, as chooſe fo, and do/ſo. There 
are ſome deceived Libertines that think 
that every good deſire is the mark of a 
juſtified Soul, eſpecially, if it be accom- 
pPanyed with a willingneſs that Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs ſhould juſtifie them, and' . 
a belief that it will do ſo, though they 
love linful pleaſure, profit and honour, 
better than God and Holineſs, and Hea- 
ven, and had rather have the Felicity of 
2n Epicure, than of a Saint. 

But Chriſt himſelf hath judged contra- 
rily : He ſaith, He cannot behis Diſciple that 
loveth any things more than him, Mat.1o. Luk. 
14.26.23. And he that will have this Pearl 
of greateſt price, muſt think nothing too 


| _ dear, but ſell all that he hath to buy it ; 


X1at.13.46. Tobe Lovers of Pleaſure more 
than Loversof God,isthe brand ofthe worſt 
| times. 
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times and per ſons; 2 Tim. 3.4« Let any man 
that can ſhew us one Promiſe of God for 
the faving of any that ſeek not firſt God's 
Kingdom, andits Righteouſneſs, ar. s: 
33.and or; chiefly for the food that pe-- 
riſheth not ;, loveth not God above the 
World, "2 olineſs morethan the Plea-- 
{ures of Sin. FR 
If thisbe not ſo, where can you fix the 
difference betiveen the juſtified and them 
that periſh. Would God make ſuch a 
difference in the World to come;,if there. 
were none here? Doth Chriſt and his Spi-- 
rit do no more noble a work in ſanctity- 
ing Souls than ſo-? If one.may be juſtifi- 
ed that loveth one ſinful Pleaſure better 
than God, and Grace, and Glory, why: 
not he that loveth another, and another, . 
and all? If Fornication, why. not Glut-. 
tony ? If Gluttony, why. not Drunken-- 
neſs? If Drunkenneſs, why not Cove--_ 
touſneſs, and' Ambition, and all evil? 
But Paul faith, Eph. 5.6. Let no man de- 
cerve you with vain words'; for becauſe of 
theſe things cometh, the. wrath of God on the 
Children of Diſobedience. And; Without 
Holineſs. none. ſhall. ſee God, Heb. 12. L 4 
Wot every one-that ſatth, Lard, Lord, ſhall 


(hall enter mto Heaven; no, not thoſe Be- 
G _ l1evers : 
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> Levers that propheſied, and did wonders, 
and ca# out Devils im Chrif?”s Name, bit 
only they that do zhe Will of God : To the 
reſt he will fay, Depart from me, ye work- 
ers of Iniquity, I kyow you not. 

— Howoff is it ſaid, that all ſhall be judg- 
ed according to their works? and Chriſt 7N 
deſcribeth his own Judgment, Afar. 25. 
Can any Man believe ? Fam. 2. and 1 Foh. 
3. and 4. Ron, 8.1,to 14. Rom. 2. anda 
multitude ſich Texts, and yet believe 
that a bare belief that Chriſt's Righteoul- 
neſs is imputed to us, wHl prove any one 
juſtiged who loveth his Sin better than 
God, Grace and Glory ; and conſequent- 
ly, that Chriſt's Members differ but im- 
putatively from the Children of the De- 
vil ; for wherein is a wicked man worſe 
than the godly, but in this ? He that loveth 
the World (more than God) rhe Love of rhe 
Father 3s 10t in him! Why, may not Life 
or Pleaſure /eparate usfrom the Love of God 
if we love them better ? Rom. 8. 38, 39. 
Nay, he loveth not God at all in a pro- 
per ſence, who loveth him not as God ;. 
and he loveth him not at all as God, who. 
loveth him: not . as better than the plea- 
ture of Sin, but only as a leſſer good. 
 Oby. To love God above all ſinful pleaſure 


#5 
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is the fruit und ripeneſs of Grace, but the. AY 


ſeed doth not reach ſo high. 


.As/. It's true, if you call preparatory 
Grace that ſeed ;. but ſuch are in no juſti-- 
fied ſtate ;_ But it is not true if you mean. 
by the ſeed any thing proper to a juſtified. 
man, as all the Texts Be Citnd ſhew. 

Obj. What can the ftronge#t Chriftian as: 
rnore than loye God above all ? 

Arnſ. Among thoſe that love Godabove: 
all, and Holineſs more than Sin, there 
may be an hundred different degrees ; one 
may love him ſo much as to long after 
him and delight in him, and contemn alk 
vanities,and overcame temptations much- 
more eaſily. and effeually than others ;. 
and another may do theſe more faintly, 
hardly, and with leſs delight. 

Obj. Do#b David, Peter, and the Diſ- 
ciples rhat all forſookChriſt and fled, love him. 
better than life at ſuch a time. 

Anſ. 1. We muſt diſtinguiſh between 


_ therational Will, or Love, and ſenſitive 


Paſſion. 2. Between the Habit and the 
Ad. 3. Between the ordinary courſe of- 


ACction, and a -particular extraordinary. 


AEHOR, - 
The. weakeſt true juſtified Chriſtian- 
loveth. God:. above the. Creature, fa: 
periect. * 
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| poten Holineſs above ſinful pleaſure. 

. As to the fixed Inclination and ha-. 
bit of the Soul (which is the Divine 
Nature. ): 

2. And in the ordinary At Or ECX- 
erciſe of his Rational Love: and deli- 
berate ciioice, and. the ſeeking endea-- 
vour of his Life. 

3- But not alwayes with the moſt paſ- 
ftonate ſenſitive Love. 

4+. And paſſion ( of fear or creature- 
Love) may in an extraordinary act 
both weaken the -aCtivity of Rational 
Spiritual Love, and bear down the ex- 
- ecutive power. into outward contrary 
linful acts: But the predominancy of 
the holy nature will ſhew it ſelf, in 
railing the Soul from -ſuch a fall, 'and 
cauſing it the more to hate and fear 
the Sin. There -is difference between 
a ſwoune and death, and between an In- 
fant and an Image: And ſo there. was 
between the falls of David, Lot, Peter ; 
and a wicked man, that had rather 
keep his Sin than leave it, and loveth 
ſuch pleaſure more than God. 
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oe. 2, Be thankful then, Chriſtians, 


for that Grace of Chriſt which cauſed 
you 
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you to- make the wiſeſt choice; even * 
of that' which is the real durable feli- 
city, and ſhall never be taken from you. 
-': Had you choſen Houſes they might 
have been þurnt: Had you choſen wealth 
or worldly honours, they might all have 
been taken: from you; yea all would 
certainly have left you in diſtreſs. "Men 
might” have taken away- your Eſtates, 
your Liberties, your Lives, but not your 
God, your Chriſt, your Heaven! They 
may take away your Bibles, and other- 
Books; but they cannot take away your 
Grace: They may ſhut you out of the 
Synagogues, but not out of the love of 
God : They may imprifon you,” baniſh 
you, cut out your 'Tongues that you can 
_ neither Preach nor Speak ; but ſtill your 
Souls may have Communion with God : 
A Tertullus may call us Peſtilent -Fel- 
lows and Seditious; Schiſmaticks may 
call us the Schiſmaticks, and Hereticks 
may call us the Hereticks, and Hypo- 
crites may call us Hypocrites; but none 
of them can make us what they call us. 
They may with ſome (by Gods Per- : 
miſſion) take away the Reputation of your . 
Inanocency, but not your Imocency it ſelf, - 
When a mans food is but on his Table *': 
i. 
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F. it may. be taken from him -if it be but 
in his Stomack, he may caſt it up: But 
It is ſafer when 1t is digeſted and turned 
into his ſubſtance. So may your Teach- 
ers, and Bibles, and Churches be taken 
from you, but not the Law and Goſpel 

- which is written in your Hearts, and be- 
come a ſpiritual nature in you: What 
Triumphant - challenges doth St. Paw 
make, Kon. 8. 37, 38, &c. Who ſhall be 
againſt us ? Who ſhall condemn us ? What 
ſhall ſeparate” us from the Love of God. 
The power of Men and Devils cannot 
do it. Death it ſelf the laſt enemy ſhall 
not do it. He will diſſolve this frame, 
and lay our Fleth in.duſt and darkneſs, 
and take away from us all the pleaſure 
and poſſeſſion of this World, but none 
of our chief good ! Tyrants may- deprive 
us of ſuch things as they chooſe them- 
ſelves; but not of that which we have 
choſen! If the Devil had ſaid truly, Mar. 
4. and Luk. 3.6, 7. Ml this power will I 

_ give thee -and the Glory of them, for that is 
deitucred to me, and to Prom I will I give 
{t: he 'might have ſaid alſo, Frem whom 

JT will I take it away? But ſure he is no 
_ giver. of Grace &r Glory, and therefore 

cannot forcibly take them from: us. _ 

Y. 
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by nk Life and all from us, men ſhall | 4 
br haſten our perfect froition of what © 
we chooſe. Malice may ſnarl, and rail -- 
and ſlander; but cannot abate the Love 
of the Father. the Grace of the Son, the. - 
Communion of the Spirit, or deprive us. 
of expetted Glory. 
Let not then worldly fury think that 
| ft hath undone us by taking away world- 
ly things. They were none of our choice,, 
nor our Truſt, nor Treaſure. If we 
are true Believers, our Treaſure, Heart 
and Converſation are in Heaven: Let 
Thieves get in and Steal it thence if they 
can. Papal Uſurpers-may pretend Perers 
Keys to ſhut out all that-obey not their 
Domination; But while God is onr 
choice, and "we ſhot not. out our ſelves 
from Heaven, they talk more to their - 
own hurt than ours, and cannever take: 
our choſen Treatore trom us. 
Uſe. 3. But if none can take i it Fowl us 
Let us not caft it away our felves.. All 
that Men and Devils can do againſt us,. is  * 
but by allurements, or fear or ogher temp. 3 
tations, to deceive us into felf- deſtrufti. + 
on, and to caſt away that our ſelves. 
which none can take from us. Great-- 
diſputes. 
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- diſputes. we have about free-wil and per- | 
ſeverance ;, whether 1t be. poſlible to fall }. 
away ? But 1t 1s palt diſpnte with men ||, 
that believe the Word. of God, that 
we have ſuch. Freedom, as. tnat Chriſt, 
and Grace 'and Glory are freely offered 
to our accepting choice; and that he 

that truly chooſeth them ſhall have them, 

*_ and that all that chooſe them-not before 

. that pleaſure oi Sin which is ſet in com- 
petition againſt them, ſhall never have 
them-; and that it's juſt ſo far poſſible 

... Or 1:7Ppoſlible to fall from Grace, as It is 

- _  Poſlible or impoſlible for the Will of one 
That hath Grace to, change : So far as 
your ſerious choice continueth, you per- 
ſeyere; and ſo.fdr asyou change it, you 
loſe your Grace. While you plead for the 
impoſlibility of. the ill changing of your 
own wulls,. confute not your ſelves by 

- your actual change: But when you feel 
them _again pleaſed with the forbidden 
things of the Flein and World, and your 
appetite to. holy. pleaſure groweth dull 
and cold, , me thinks you ſhould per- 
ceive that 7 your ſelves there 1s no -im- 
poſſivility” of a change : If there be 
any, it. is out of you, in God: And no 


doubt but. a change of his decree and 
| [ will 
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will is impoſſible. All the doubt is, whe- 
ther he have decreed that no Gracious 
' Will ſhall change. It is certain that be- 
ing ſo very, mutable in our ſelves, that 
we could not perſevere were we left to 
our ſelves, we are all under many and 
great obligations, to keep our ſelves 1n the 
Love of God, Jude 21, and to continue 11 
the Love of Chriſt, Joh. 15. 9. And we. 
have need of Commands to abide 17 
Chriſt, and he in us, Joh. 15.4. And need 
of threatnings of deſtruQion if we fall 
away, Joh. 15. 6. If 4 man abide not in” 
me, he iscaſt forth as a branch, and his wi-. 
thered ; and men gather them, and cat t1em 
' Into the fire, and they ire burned; 1 Cor.. 
Io. 12. Let-him that thinketh he ftandeth 
take heed le$# he fall. Heb. 4. 1. Let us 
fear left a"Promiſe beins left of entering 1n- 
to his re$,- arti. of you ſhould ſeem to come 
ſhort of it.” And all- Gods threatnings. 
are 'the obje&s"of oar belief and fear, 
Heb. 10. 26, 27,29, 38. If we fon wilfully 
after the knowledve of the Truth, there re- 
maineth no more Sacrifice for Sins, but 4a 
certain fearful expectation of Fudoment, and 
fiery 1ndignation which devoureth the adver- 
ſaries :' Of how, much forer puniſhment. ſup-- 
poſe” ye ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath” 
| mo odden: 


——_ 


»o 


Of 138 The One Thing Necefſary, or, | 


trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the Covenant wherewith 
he was ſantthfied an unholy thing, ard done 
deſpight to the Spirit of Grace. —— If any © 
draw back, my Soul ſhall hav no pleaſure 
im him > Which is the ſame with Ext. 
33. 18. When the Righteous turneth from 
his Righteouſneſs he ſhall die, & 18. 24. 
Yea, God ſeeth it meet to give us the 
' Comforts of the faithful ſtill conditio- 
nally ; Rev. 2. & 3. To him that over- 
cometh, &c. He that endureth io the end 
ſhall be ſaved. Col. 1. 21, 22, 23. If ye 
continue in the Faith, and be not moved 4a- 
way from the hope of the Goſpel. 
All this tells us, that notwithſtanding 
Gods unchangeable decree, the care and 
dligent labour to perſevere, 1s our duty, 
and that falling away mult be our fear, 
and that there is no ſuch impoſſibility 
as excludeth this care and fear: And that 
ſo far as it is impoſlible to fall away, 
ſo far it is impoſſible not to fear fal- 
ling away, with a preſerving watchful 
fear : And how far a known 1mpoſſtbllity 
is the obje of due fear, I leave to fur- 
ther conſideration. 
God hath put us into the hands of 
Chriſt, in whoſe care and truff is one 
chief 
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Thief ſecurity : But he hath alſo truited 
us, or put our perſeverance and Salva- © 
tion more in our own hands than in any -- 
others, and ſo far that if we do not un- 
do our ſelves by wilful and final neglect 
or refuſal» of offered Grace and Mercy, 
we are ſafe. Chooſe Chriſt as Chriſt, ' 
and God as God, chooſe Grace and Glo- * 
ry before all the Vanities of the World, 
and before all the pleaſures of Sin for 
a ſeaſon, and Rand to this choice unto 
the end, expreſſing it in faithful vidto- 
 Tious endeavours, and then.neither Men 
. Nor Devils, Life or Death, ſhall take 

your choſen Treaſure from you. 

Obj. 7 can eaſily keep up a reſolved choice 
of God, and Holineſs and Heaven, but 7 
cannot ſo conſtantly keep up the rejettyon of = 
fleſhly pleaſures, and Profit and Honour, 
which would be for the time preferred. 

Anſ. The worſt man would have God 
and Heaven fo far as to give him the 
deſires of his Fleſh, and keep him from _ 
all pain and miſery : But is it not a - 
Plain. contradiftion, to ſay in proper 
ipeech, 1 would have God as God, that is, 
as Bet, but I would have pleaſant Vanity © 
as better? 1 can eaſily love my Wife as & 
Wife, but I cannot forbear loving Harlots *' 
berter 2 
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better ? F can reſolve for temperance, but 1 
cannot reſolve againſt Gluttony and Drun- 
kenneſs ? I am reſolved for Truth, but not 
ge Lying. Juſt ſuch is that, to re- 
ſolve for God and Holineſs, but not. a- 
'gainſt the 'Pleaſures 'of Sin which alle- 
nate the Heart from God. 

| Obj. But hov doth aman chooſe God and 
Holineſs in the hour of his Sin, when he 1s 
chooſing forbidden pleaſure ? 

An. The adt of Sin is not a chooſi ing 
God and Holineſs, bat ſomewhat that 
IS contrary : But every aft of the will 
which is againſt God and Holineſs, is 

| Not a rejecting of them, or a retraCt- 
-ing of our choice, nor inconſiſtent with i it; 

. but perhaps only an interruption of the 
exerciſe and an abatement of the degree ; 

| Play-fellows may draw a Child to diſobey 
a Father for love of play, and chew, 
when yet he doth not forſake his Father, 

nor love them better ; but only for m_—_ 
him, or abateth deſi ire through- the di- 
verſion of the Sport. 

uu. What 1s it that 1s our Duty tn or- 

der to the unchangeableneſs of our own Wills 
and Choice ? 

Anſ. 1. Truſt not your ſelves too far: 
The will goeth not. againſt the minds 
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apprehenſions ; . and a mans mind is a 
very dark, weak, mutable thing: What 
a Temptation, or a ſubti} Wrangler - 
or Argument, or a new thought may 
do npon us, we do not well know. Pre- 
ſumption ſeldom eſcapeth danger. A 
wiſe man. feareth and departeth from. 
evil : Confidence in your own underſtand- 
ing, goodneſs and ſtability, 1s the prog- 2? 
noſtick of backſlding. Ml 

2. Away from the Temptations which 
do moſt ſtrongly allure the fleſh : To be 
over-pleaſed with things temporal and 
ſenſible, turneth the Heart from things 
Spiritual and Eternal. To deſire a more 
pleaſing condition to the fleſh, is to de- 
fire {kronger Temptations, and greater 
danger- to the Soul. | ;1 nd 

3. Think much and ſeriouſly on the 
great and certain - things which firſt 
converted and reſolved your Wills : 
They are the ſame, and as good nowas 
they were then, and you ſhould know 
them better. - A man that loveth -and 
chooſeth rationally, knoweth why -he. 
doth it: And the fixing and renewing 
of your knowledge and belief, is it that 
mult. fix. your Love and Choice. [The - 
greateſt things forgotten do not. affect 
us. | 4 Flat 


142 TheOne Thing Neceſſary, ar, 
' + Flatter not your ſelves with the 
* hope of living long og Earth, and look 
} not at Death and the following Lite 
* as agreat way off. The power of temp- 
_ ting Vanities lyeth in mens , hopes of 
long enjoying them.:. To a man under 
-- the ſentence of preſent death, they have 

little power. And the beſt things that 
ſeem far off, do not much and power- 
fully affeft us. Live therefore as dying 
men, and you will have the mind and 
Choice of dying men. 

5. See that your Meditations and Be- 
hef be praCtical, andbrought cloſe to the 
Heart: And take not bare thinking of 
God and Heaven as enough, but know 
that holy thoughts fall ſhort of their uſe 
and end,if they come not to the Heart and 
Life. It is not the Speculative diſpu- 
ting Chriſtian that hath the fixed Wu 
Jus Choice, unleſs he be alſo a hearty 

actiſing.experienced Chriſtian.: He that 
Ph 2 heavenly heart and converſation, 
and - hath felt the power and ſweetneſs 
of things ſpiritual, will hold them faſt ; 
when bare hear-ſay and opinion will let 
them go.. 
6. Depend in the conſtant exerciſe of 


Faith and Prayer, upon the Love of the 
Father, 
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ry's Choice Juſtified. 143 © 
Father, the Grace. of the. Son, and the - 
Communion of the Holy Spirit, and 
ſeek to.pleaſe God as your greateſt plea- 
Fore, and ſo' live by the Faith of the Son 
of God, that you may ſay it is Chriſt 
that liveth in you, Gal. 2. 19,20, And 
then none can take you out of his hands, 
nor ſeparate you from the: love of God, 
Rom. 8. 38, 3g.. nor take your choſen 
portion from you, 

In a word, that your choice may be 
unchangable, you mult firmly. truft to the 
unchangable promiſe of the unchangable 
God, for the unchangable Kingdom, as 
purchaſed by Chriſt, and: our title ſeal- 
ed by his Spirit: The World and the 
Fleſh muſt be crucified, dead and- buryed 
to you by the virtue of his Croſs believ- _. 
ed, and you mult be riſen with. him- to 
a. heavenly mind, and hope, and converſa- 
tion: Every weight mult be laid by, agd ? 

_ the ſia which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, Heb. 
12. 1. And we mult not look back'to-the 2 
forſaken world behind us, but preſs fox- © 
ward for the prize unto the Mark, Phil. - 
3. Looking ſtill to Jeſus the Author and -* 
finiſher of our Faith, who for the joy 
that was ſet before him endured the croſs 
and deſpiſed the ſhame, and is ſet down 3 
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- Wemuſt conſider him that endured- ſich 
- contradiction of Sinners, leſt we be wea- 
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ry and faint : We muſt count nothing 
dear to us that we may finifh our courſe 


with joy ; and muſt know by faith har 
our labour 1s not tm vain in the Lord, if we 


would be ftedfaſt and unmoveable, alwaies 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 1 Cor. 
15-58. We muſt ſerve God acceptably, with 


- - reverence and godly fear as for a Kingdom 


which cannot be moved; and all this in 
dependance on the Grace of Chriſt, Heb. 


12. 28, Confiderate men know by ſenſe 
and experience that this world is Vani- 


ty and Vexation : If we know alfo by a 
living conſtant Faith, that a better world - 
of holy joy is the near and certain por- 
tion of the faithful, .it will fix the will in 


a reſolved choice, and we ſhall not be 


like prophane E/2« that ſold his Birth- 


right for one morſel ; and the Living 


Eternal God will be eternally our Life 


and Joy, to whom all the Bleſſed with 
= Chriſtfhall giveGlory and Praiſe forever. 
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